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US Capitol building siege
Riotous supporters of Mr Donald Trump 
breached the US Capitol to disrupt a Congress 
session convened to certify the results of the 
2020 presidential election which Mr Trump 
lost to Mr Joe Biden. A Trump supporter was 
shot dead by Capitol Police. 

JAN 6

Trump’s 2nd impeachment
Mr Donald Trump became the �rst American 
president to be impeached twice by the 
House of Representatives, for his role in 
inciting the deadly Capitol attack earlier in 
the month. He was acquitted by the Senate 
one month later. The �rst impeachment was 
over his dealings with Ukraine.

JAN 13

Myanmar coup
Myanmar’s military led by 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
ousted the civilian government 
in a coup, arresting its leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Myanmar 
has since plunged into chaos. 
The junta leader was given the 
snub by Asean when the bloc 
refused to invite him to 
October summits.

FEB 1
Suez Canal blockage
High winds forced aground the Ever Given, a 
400m-long container ship, in Egypt’s Suez Canal, 
cutting off the vital waterway for six days and 
disrupting global trade. The Panama-�agged vessel 
was freed after a salvage operation and impounded 
by Egypt until the vessel’s owners and insurers 
agreed to pay an undisclosed sum of compensation.

MARCH 23

DPM Heng Swee Keat steps aside
Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat 
announced his decision to step aside as 
leader of the People’s Action Party’s fourth 
generation team. The move set back 
Singapore’s succession plan, and meant the 
4G team had to once again choose the 
country’s future leader.

APRIL 8

Covid-19
Delta, the Covid-19 variant that helped push the global 
death toll of the pandemic past �ve million this year, was 
designated a variant of concern by the WHO. This has 
been a year marked by a frenzy of Covid-19 vaccinations, 
development of new treatments, reopening of borders – 
including Singapore’s Vaccinated Travel Lane scheme – 
and the emergence of a new variant of concern, Omicron.

MAY 11

Leap towards commercial suborbital space�ight
Virgin Galactic made history by successfully launching the �rst 
fully crewed �ight of its SpaceShipTwo space plane VSS Unity 
with the company’s billionaire founder Richard Branson on board. 
It was a big step towards commercial suborbital space�ight.

JULY 11

River Valley High School tragedy
A Secondary 4 student at River Valley High 
School allegedly killed a Secondary 1 student 
on campus. The 16-year-old has been charged 
with the murder of his fellow student.

JULY 19

Tokyo Olympics
After a one-year delay due to 
the spread of the coronavirus, 
the 2020 Summer Olympics 
opened in Tokyo in the shadow 
of the pandemic with no 
spectators allowed.

JULY 23

First panda
born in Singapore
Singapore welcomed a panda 
cub, born to parents Kai Kai and 
Jia Jia. The much-anticipated 
birth of the male cub came 
after the giant pandas’ seventh 
breeding season. 

AUG 14

New Malaysian PM
Ismail Sabri Yaakob
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob was named 
prime minister of Malaysia, replacing Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin. Mr Ismail’s appointment 
marked the return of the powerful Umno 
party to the country’s premiership after its 
defeat in the 2018 General Election.

AUG 20

US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan 
Two weeks after Taliban militants 
seized power in Afghanistan, the 
last US military �ights took off from 
Kabul, effectively ending America’s 
longest war after two decades.

AUG 30

Yip Pin Xiu wins two golds
at 2020 Paralympics
Para swimmer Yip’s two titles at the Tokyo Games in 
the women’s 50m and 100m backstroke S2 took her 
overall medal tally to �ve golds and a silver (2008 to 
2020), making her the most successful Singaporean 
athlete at the Paralympics. Swimming’s golden girl 
was also solely responsible for the 10-member 
Singapore contingent’s two-medal haul in Japan. 

AUG 25 & SEPT 2

Energy crisis
News of a global energy crunch caused by 
weather and a post-pandemic rebound in 
demand started dominating headlines.
It turned the pumps off at petrol stations 
in Britain, sent power costs surging in the 
European Union and forced China to 
restrict energy use as winter approached.

SEPTEMBER

Maria Ressa wins Nobel 
Peace Prize
Ms Maria Ressa, founder of 
Philippine news site Rappler, 
became the �rst Filipino and 
�fth South-east Asian to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize. She 
shared the honour with Russian 
news editor Dmitry Muratov.

OCT 8

Japan’s new PM Fumio Kishida
Former Japanese foreign minister Fumio 
Kishida took over from Mr Yoshihide Suga – 
who resigned after just one year in of�ce – 
as prime minister after winning the party 
election in September. He quickly called a 
snap election on Oct 31 to seek an early 
mandate from voters. His Liberal 
Democratic Party took 261 seats, retaining 
the majority in the 465-seat Lower House.

OCT 4

Raeesah Khan admits
to lying in Parliament
Then Sengkang GRC MP Raeesah Khan 
admitted to lying in Parliament on 
three occasions. She has since 
resigned from the Workers’ Party, and 
is being investigated by the 
Committee of Privileges. The WP 
leaders’ handling of the matter has 
also come under scrutiny.

NOV 1

COP26
The closely watched 26th UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) was 
held in Glasgow to set the global 
agenda on climate change for the 
next decade. For the �rst time at a 
COP conference, there was an 
explicit plan to reduce coal use.

OCT 31 TO NOV 12

First Biden-Xi virtual meeting
The leaders of the world’s two biggest economies 
locked in a strategic competition, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and his US counterpart Joe Biden, held 
their �rst “face-to-face” meeting – since Mr Biden 
took of�ce in January – virtually to tamp down 
tensions. This came months after China celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the ruling Communist 
Party’s founding.

NOV 15

Loh Kean Yew is crowned world champion
The 24-year-old shuttler became the �rst 
Singaporean to win the Badminton World Federation 
World Championships when he powered past India’s 
Kidambi Srikanth while nursing an ankle injury to win 
the men’s singles �nal. Loh, who won the Dutch and 
Hylo Opens this year, received a hero’s welcome when 
he returned home from Spain on Dec 21.

DEC 19

First all-civilian
crew blasts into space
SpaceX, the space�ight company founded 
by billionaire Elon Musk, propelled four private 
passengers into orbit on a mission named Inspiration4. 
It was the �rst of its kind with an all-civilian crew.

SEPT 15
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