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The exit of the tunnel
was in a building
that was under
construction
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• On April 25, 2011, more than 480 Taleban insurgents and 
other inmates of the Sarposa prison in Kandahar City dug a 
320m tunnel to freedom. 

• Pascal Payet broke out of a French prison twice using a 
helicopter in 2001 and 2003. 

• Thirty-eight Irish Republican Army prisoners busted out of 
the Maze, located 16km west of Belfast, in 1983 with the 
help of guns smuggled into the prison. 

Other great escapes
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• In 1975, Billy Hayes, a 23-year-old American student 
imprisoned on Imrali Island in the Bosphorous Strait, 
escaped in a rowboat before making his way to Greece 
and being deported to America. 

• Hardened criminals Frank Morris, John and Clarence 
Anglin dug their way out of what was supposed to be 
America’s only escape-proof prison, Alcatraz, on
June 11, 1962.

“El Chapo” �ees from maximum-security prison on July 11.

He climbed down 
a ladder in a 
vertical shaft, then 
continued through 
the tunnel that 
ended more than 
a kilometre from 
the prison
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