
How a sample count is done
A sample count is performed at the start of the counting process to get an early 
indication of the possible electoral outcome for an electoral division.

Total of 
833 polling 
stations 
islandwide.

After polling ends 
at 8pm, ballot 
boxes sealed and 
moved to 163 
counting centres.

Sample counting done 
in front of candidates 
and their counting 
agents. Con�dence 
level: 95% ± 4%.

THE PROCESS

Source: ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT SINGAPORE   ST GRAPHICS
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For each polling station, random stack of 
100 ballot papers to be chosen.1

Sample count results for
the GRC/SMC shown as 
percentage of valid votes won.
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Number of votes for each party/candidate counted and added up. Weightage 
given to account for difference in number of votes cast at each station.2

The election result 
could be different. 
The public should 
wait for the 
Returning Of�cer’s 
announcement to 
know the election 
result.
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Results will be 
released to media 
and published on 
ELD website.
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Votes will be 
recorded by the 
Assistant Returning 
Of�cer and shared 
with candidates 
and their agents.
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