
LONDON • Manuel Pellegrini be-
lieves that his Manchester City
players could not be considered
“top professionals” if they slacked
off in the expectation of him being
replaced by Pep Guardiola at the
end of the season.

The City manager said on
Wednesday that he harboured no
fears about a drop in standards
among the squad as they contem-
plate the prospect of a future with-
out the Chilean in charge.

Pellegrini insisted that he had
sought no clarification from the
club’s Abu Dhabi owners about his
position at this stage and said he
would “know in the right moment
exactly what happens about my fu-
ture”.

City are thought to be in pole po-
sition to acquire Guardiola’s ser-
vices when he leaves Bayern Mu-

nich at the end of the season.
“You have a good connection

with the players and that is the
most important thing to be a good
manager,” he said.

“But I don’t think that a profes-
sional player will have any prob-
lems if he is listening or reading
about things that may happen next
year.”

“So I am absolutely sure nobody
in the squad has any problems or
doubts about what we’re doing.”

Pellegrini said he is more con-
cerned about returning City to win-
ning ways after a poor run of re-
sults culminating in a 2-1 defeat by
Arsenal on Monday.
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MANCHESTER CITY V SUNDERLAND
Singtel TV Ch102 & StarHub Ch227,
tomorrow, 11pm

Key battles

Richard Jolly

It is arguably the most inconsistent
team in the Premier League against
definitely the most unexpectedly
consistent.

Liverpool may have produced per-
haps the best performance of the
season, with their 4-1 rout of Man-
chester City, and possibly the
worst, in last week’s 3-0 shellack-
ing at Watford.

Leicester, meanwhile, have an ex-
traordinary dominance.

The Foxes are the top scorers, the
team with fewest defeats and the
form side in the division.

They are four games into a
six-game spell that was supposed to
be a reality check.

They have taken 10 points.
Liverpool entered the top six

three games ago. It seemed a sign
that their progress under Juergen
Klopp was gathering pace.

Some suggested they were title
challengers. Three subsequent ties
have produced a solitary point and
an unwanted reality check.

If the common factor in the Reds’
wins against Chelsea and City was
their success as underdogs, the re-
curring theme in losses to Newcas-
tle and Watford and a draw with
West Brom has been their prob-
lems with physical opponents.

They have struck at the soft un-
derbelly in Klopp’s team, exposing
defensive and set-piece flaws.

So, with injuries at the back, it is a
bad time to face Leicester who have
raw pace in attack, brute power at
the back and, in Riyad Mahrez, a

high-class dead-ball specialist.
Claudio Ranieri’s league leaders

used their speed to secure a victory
on Merseyside last weekend.

His decision to bring in the inde-
fatigable Japanese Shinji Okazaki
alongside Jamie Vardy in attack
reaped dividends.

Klopp’s “gegenpressing” brand of
football means his team can be
counter-attacked.

His defenders may fear being iso-
lated against Vardy.

Leicester, meanwhile, play to his
strengths. They break quickly.

Neither team are particularly con-
cerned about possession for
possession’s sake.

This could be fast and frantic, a
football game that feels like basket-
ball as it goes from end to end.

Klopp has concerns at both ends
of the pitch. Whereas Leicester
have the division’s two top scorers,
no Liverpool striker has more than
four league goals. That is a poor re-
turn is Christian Benteke, who is
yet to score as a starter for the Ger-
man and who, his manager says,
has to do more. The Belgian is too
static for his style of play.

Roberto Firmino flourished as a
false nine at Chelsea and City but
failed as one at Watford.

The smart money may be on Di-
vock Origi starting tomorrow.

He spared Liverpool defeat on
their last Anfield outing, with a de-
flected 95th-minute equaliser
against West Brom.

It sparked memorable celebra-
tions, not least from Klopp. But
while it was a great moment, An-
field is yet to see a particularly good
performance since his hiring.

It will require one if Leicester’s as-
tonishing run is to end.
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LIVERPOOL V LEICESTER
Singtel TV Ch104 & StarHub TV Ch229,
tomorrow, 11pm

Alberto Moreno v Riyad Mahrez
Moreno has been one of the beneficiaries of Klopp’s arrival, showing he
can be a quick, forward-thinking left-back. Yet, he will have to be alert
defensively against Mahrez, who can cut in onto his preferred left foot

and made arguably the division’s best left-back, Cesar Azpilicueta,
look foolish when he scored against Chelsea.

STANDINGS

P W D L F A Pts

1 Leicester City 17 11 5 1 37 24 38
2 Arsenal 17 11 3 3 31 14 36
3 Man City 17 10 2 5 33 19 32
4 Tottenham 17 7 8 2 28 14 29
5 Man United 17 8 5 4 22 14 29
6 Crystal Palace 17 9 2 6 23 16 29
7 Watford 17 8 4 5 21 16 28
8 West Ham 17 6 7 4 25 21 25
9 Liverpool 17 6 6 5 20 22 24
10 Everton 17 5 8 4 31 24 23
11 Stoke City 17 6 5 6 14 16 23
12 Southampton 17 5 6 6 21 21 21
13 West Bromwich 17 5 5 7 17 23 20
14 Bournemouth 17 5 4 8 22 32 19
15 Chelsea 17 5 3 9 21 27 18
16 Norwich City 17 4 5 8 20 29 17
17 Newcastle 17 4 5 8 19 32 17
18 Swansea City 17 3 6 8 15 24 15
19 Sunderland 17 3 3 11 18 33 12
20 Aston Villa 17 1 4 12 14 31 7
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FOXES CAN FIND HOLES
IN THE ANFIELD COOP
Reds’ injury-hit defence will fear being
exposed by pacy attack from Ranieri’s side

Philippe Coutinho v N’Golo Kante
Not a direct match-up but Coutinho has come in from the left to score

pivotal goals against Chelsea and Manchester City.
That takes him into the territory of the Premier League’s best ball-winner.
Kante is an all-action figure who has made the most interceptions in the

division. He then looks to get the ball forward as soon as possible.
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Pellegrini expects City
players to be professional

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

SATURDAY
Stoke v Manchester United
Ch102 & Ch227, 8.45pm

Manchester City v Sunderland
Ch102 & Ch227, 11pm

Chelsea v Watford
Ch103 & Ch228, 10.55pm

Liverpool v Leicester
Ch104 & Ch229, 10.55pm

Tottenham v Norwich
Ch105 & Ch230, 10.55pm

Aston Villa v West Ham
Ch106 & Ch231, 10.55pm

Bournemouth v Crystal Palace
Ch107 & Ch232, 10.55pm

Swansea City v West Brom
Ch108 & Ch233, 10.55pm

Newcastle v Everton
Ch102 & Ch227, Sunday, 1.30am

Southampton v Arsenal
Ch102 & Ch227, Sunday, 3.45am

All on Singtel TV and StarHub

Mamadou Sakho v Jamie Vardy
Sakho began Klopp’s reign in fine form but endured a nightmare last

week, when he was bullied by Troy Deeney on his return after six weeks.
Now, he encounters Vardy, who has scored 14 goals in 14 games and,

even without finding the net, played a part in all three goals
Leicester scored at Goodison Park last week.

Key statistics
Same old inconsistency? Foxes’ �ne form Twin terrors

Under
Brendan Rodgers

Points gained

12
Under

Juergen Klopp

12 22 52
24

Jamie Vardy

15

Entire
Liverpool

team

20

Riyad Mahrez

13

That's why they are
top of EPL

This could be a
historic season

Leicester are the only team 
to score in every league 
game and have the only 
unbeaten away record.

Leicester have not 
�nished above Liverpool 
in a league season since 
1962-63.

Goals scored

away record
Unbeaten

in every league game
Score

Liverpool have 12 points from nine 
games under Juergen Klopp.
They took 12 from the �rst eight 
under Brendan Rodgers.

Leicester’s 
points from last 
eight games

Liverpool’s points 
tally all season 
(17 games)

years since they 
last �nished 

above Liverpool

Match points: Liverpool v Leicester

Klopp has concerns at both
ends of the pitch. Whereas
Leicesterhave the
division’s two top scorers,
no Liverpool strikerhas
morethan four league
goals. That is a poor return
for Christian Benteke, who
isyet to score as a starter
for the German and who,
his manager says, has to do
more. The Belgian is too
static for his style of play.
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