
STANDINGS

P W D L F A Pts

1 Arsenal 22 13 5 4 37 21 44
2 Leicester City 22 12 8 2 39 26 44
3 Man City 22 13 4 5 43 21 43
4 Tottenham 22 10 9 3 38 18 39
5 Man United 22 10 7 5 28 20 37
6 West Ham 22 9 8 5 34 26 35
7 Stoke City 22 9 6 7 24 22 33
8 C. Palace 22 9 4 9 23 24 31
9 Liverpool 22 8 7 7 25 28 31
10 S’hampton 22 8 6 8 31 24 30
11 Everton 22 6 11 5 39 32 29
12 Watford 22 8 5 9 25 25 29
13 West Brom 22 7 6 9 22 30 27
14 Chelsea 22 6 7 9 31 34 25
15 B’mouth 22 6 6 10 26 37 24
16 Norwich City 22 6 5 11 24 38 23
17 Swansea City 22 5 7 10 20 30 22
18 Newcastle 22 5 6 11 24 39 21
19 Sunderland 22 5 3 14 27 45 18
20 Aston Villa 22 2 6 14 18 38 12

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

TODAY
Norwich City v Liverpool
Ch102 & Ch227, 8.45pm

Crystal Palace v Tottenham
Ch104 & Ch229, 10.55pm

Leicester City v Stoke City
Ch103 & Ch228, 10.55pm

Manchester United v
Southampton
Ch102 & Ch227, 10.55pm

Sunderland v Bournemouth
Ch107 & Ch232, 10.55pm

Watford v Newcastle
Ch105 & Ch230, 10.55pm

West Bromwich v Aston Villa
Ch106 & Ch231, 10.55pm

West Ham v Manchester City
Ch102 & Ch227, tomorrow,
1.30am

TOMORROW
Everton v Swansea City
Ch102 & Ch227, 9.30pm

Arsenal v Chelsea
Ch102 & Ch227, midnight

All on Singtel TV and StarHub

TOP SCORERS

15 Romelu Lukaku (Everton)
Jamie Vardy (Leicester)

13 Riyad Mahrez (Leicester)
Odion Ighalo (Watford)

12 Olivier Giroud (Arsenal)
Harry Kane (Tottenham)

10 Sergio Aguero (Man City)

9 Jermain Defoe (Sunderland)
Georginio Wijnaldum
(Newcastle United)

7 Marko Arnautovic (Stoke)
Andre Ayew (Swansea)
Diego Costa (Chelsea)

6 Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal)
Ross Barkley (Everton)
Christian Benteke (Liverpool)
Graziano Pelle
(Southampton)
Troy Deeney (Watford)
Dimitri Payet (West Ham)
Wayne Rooney (Man United)

LONDON • Leicester City manager
Claudio Ranieri is not concerned
with the apparent loss of form to
key players Jamie Vardy and Riyad
Mahrez as his team’s incredible sea-
son reaches a pivotal point.

The unfancied Foxes have won
only once in their last seven league
and Cup games, with England strik-
er Vardy having failed to score in
six starts and Algeria winger Mah-
rez without a goal in five games.

After today’s home meeting with
Stoke City, Leicester face consecu-
tive games against Liverpool and ti-
tle rivals Manchester City and Ar-
senal following a break for the FA
Cup fourth-round weekend.

But the Italian, who remained lev-
el-headed during his team’s unex-
pected charge to second place in
the table, is not about to give up on
a duo who have scored 29 goals be-
tween them this season – including

Vardy’s new record of netting in 11
successive Premier League games.

“Jamie is not fully fit now. He was
playing so many matches when he
was scoring goals without train-
ing,” said Ranieri, whose side are be-
hind leaders Arsenal on goal differ-
ence. “Always he had some little
problem. He wouldn’t make the
training sessions but play the Satur-
day match and score.

“Slowly you lose your stamina.
That is normal. Now he is getting
better after groin surgery. He rest-
ed two months, a long time, now he
can start to play and to train.”

Mahrez’s loss of scoring form has

been heightened by two misses
from the penalty spot, including a
particularly costly one in the recent
draw with struggling Aston Villa.

“No, that is normal, the striker’s
life is like this,” said Ranieri when
asked if the Algerian is under pres-
sure. “Sometimes they score a lot of
goals. Everything they touch is
gold, sometimes not. He is playing
very well, he is very relaxed.”

Leicester’s latest setback saw
them exit the FA Cup in a
third-round replay against Totten-
ham on Wednesday.

However, Ranieri refused to ac-
cept that his team remaining in on-

ly one competition offers any ad-
vantage over title rivals who remain
involved in other competitions.

“Our football is very energetic,”
he said. “For this reason, I change a
lot. We can’t keep possession of the
ball and recover during the match.
We have to play every time 100 per
cent. For us, it is important to have
only one competition and work
hard during the week.”

Stoke manager Hughes is not sur-
prised that Vardy’s amazing start to
the season has ground to a halt.

“Realistically, Vardy would come
to a point where he would find it
more difficult because opposition

teams were going to legislate and
make sure they weren’t going to be
exposed by his quality,” said Hugh-
es. “At the moment, they’re on a run
where positive results and three
points are not forthcoming, but I
wouldn’t suggest for one moment
that they are on the wane, or on the
slide. They’ve still got a real threat.”

The Potters are boosted by
Xherdan Shaqiri’s return after he
missed two games with a hamstring
injury. AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

LEICESTER CITY V STOKE CITY
Singtel TV Ch103 & StarHub Ch228,
10.55pm

Foxes manager keeping faith with misfiring
Vardy and Mahrez ahead of Potters’ visit

RANIERI RELAXED ON STARS’ FORM
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