
Rob Hughes

Manny Pacquiao must be an
irredeemably bad man. You have to
be to lose the patronage of Nike.

The sponsor regards itself as a
flawless arbiter of what sells shirts
and shoes around the world,
regardless of moral indignation.

Nike did, eventually, drop Lance
Armstrong and Oscar Pistorius
from its million-dollar
endorsement list. But the company
stood by Tiger Woods when so
many condemned the golfer’s
womanising.

And Nike re-engaged Justin
Gatlin, the sprinter who returned
after two bans for drug abuse, and
who at 34 is getting faster and
faster. Corporate USA backs him to
knock Usain Bolt off the Olympic
rostrum in Rio this year.

Served his time, turned evidence
to help the authorities nail others,
every man deserves a second (in his
case third) chance in life. Etc. etc.

Commercially, one imagines, a
Gatlin win over Bolt is top dollar.

Pacquiao, on the other hand, is
one last fight away from being a
spent pugilist.

The Filipino is a phenomenal
draw amongst Hispanics, not least
for the way he fought his way up
from the gutter, or the swamp, and
more than fights his corner on
behalf of the poor and
disenfranchised.

He has films and philanthropy.
He sings, and he represents the
rags-to-riches aspirations of
countless people, whether or not
they find professional boxing a
wholesome pursuit in life.

Indeed, many believe that Manny
Pacquiao is destined to be the
leader of the Philippines one day.

He is 37, and already on that
ladder. It will be interesting, to say
the least, to see whether the
comments Pacquiao made on a TV
broadcast this week lose or gain
him votes in the Senate.

What offends in the United
States, and elsewhere, might not
rule against him in his homeland.

Nike has one view. “We find
Manny Pacquiao’s comments
abhorrent,” the company stated.
“Nike strongly opposes
discrimination of any kind and has
a long history of supporting and

standing up for the rights of the
LGBT community. We no longer
have a relationship with Manny
Pacquiao.”

Magic Johnson, the basketball
legend, tweeted: “I applaud Nike
for terminating Manny Pacquiao’s
contract after his derogatory
statements that gay people are
worse than animals. I won’t be
watching any more of his fights.”

So, from as neutral a corner as is
possible in this debate, what
exactly did Pacquiao say?

He did use the words “mas
masahol pa sa hayop” - “worse than
animal”. He was smiling, speaking
off the cuff. “It’s just common
sense.” he added.”Have you seen
any animal having male-to-male or
female-to-female relationships?”

He reined himself in, slightly,
during the TV5 video. “I’m not
condemning them,” he said. But he
insisted homosexuality is a sin
against God, man was made for
woman and woman for man, and
same-sex marriage should be
prohibited.

Any views I have on Pacquiao’s
religious beliefs are irrelevant.

My opinion of him as a boxer is
compromised by the fact that I am
squeamish about men attempting
to punch the lights out of one
another – as they do in the ring.

Pacquiao comes from a very
different background to most of us.
At age 14, he was out on the streets,
fending for himself because his
mum, a single mother abandoned
with six children, could not afford
to feed them all.

Pacquiao stood barely 1.5m at
that time (he’s 1.66m in his former
Nike trainers today), and was
apparently a scrawny kid. But
obviously a gutsy one. The world
has never seen a better
pound-for-pound fighter who has
won world titles across an
unrivalled eight weight divisions –
from 108 pounds to 154 pounds, 49
to 70 kilos.

He became a heavyweight in his
personal bank balance, gives away
eye-blinking amounts to causes he
believes in, and to people who
touch his heart along the way.

There have been, and there will
be again, Hollywood blockbusters
based around Manny Pacquiao.

He is a social phenomenon across
a lot of boundaries.

He holds an honorary doctorate
in humanities, and the rank of
lieutenant-colonel in the Reserve
Force in his country.

He enjoys the freedom of states
like Nevada in the United States,
and has a huge following in Mexico.
His religion has apparently

switched from Roman Catholicism
to evangelical Protestant.

And on the political ladder, he
entered the Philippines House of
Representatives in 2010 and is now
running for a seat in the Senate.

There isn’t a bigger 1.66m man in
the world right now.

Boxing has given him that, but at
37 years of age, it cannot go on
forever. He pledges that April 9 will
be his last pro fight. But he is in one
now, and he knows it.

On Thursday he apologised,
somewhat, for his TV broadcast.

He said he regretted “hurting
people by comparing homosexuals
to animals.” But the apology was
qualified. He repeated that, going
by the Bible, he was opposed to
same-sex marriage.

He sounds like a man caught
between his upbringing and the
riches thrown at him because of his
courage and ability to inflict harm
on lesser men in licensed boxing.

Less than a year ago, many
Americans wanted Pacquiao to
whup Floyd Mayweather in Las
Vegas. It was the most outlandish
event imaginable, sold as the Fight
of the Century.

It turned out to be a damp squib.
Mayweather – billed as the baddie
after being convicted of beating his
girlfriend in front of their children
– was the winner on points.

This week, when Pacquiao was
down, Mayweather commented:
“Just let people live their lives the
way they want to live their lives. I
don’t have anything against
anyone. To each his own.”
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Key battles

Richard Jolly

The FA Cup is dogged by questions
about whether or not it still retains
its importance. An examination of
two of its recent winners could pro-
duce very different answers.

It may well be Chelsea’s top priori-
ty, with their Premier League
top-four chances ended, the proba-
bility they will exit the Champions
League and the risk their season
will effectively end tomorrow.

On the other hand, Manchester
City have four games in four compe-
titions in the space of 10 days. The
first seems the least of their con-
cerns.

They visit Dynamo Kiev with the
reward of a first Champions League

quarter-final appearance on offer.
They have a double-header against
Liverpool, first with the immediate
prospect of silverware in the
League Cup final and then with the
chance to rescue a faltering title
charge in the Premier League.

Angered by the Sunday schedul-
ing of their trip to Stamford Bridge,
Manuel Pellegrini has threatened
to field a severely weakened team
in the fifth round’s flagship tie.

However, the problem with that
plan is that squad players like Fabi-
an Delph, Samir Nasri and Jesus Nav-
as are injured. Therefore, the Chile-
an either has to select a relatively
strong side or parachute in young-
sters whom he rarely trusts, such as
Aleix and Manu Garcia, Bersant Ce-
lina and Brandon Barker, none of

whom have started a first-team
game.

So Pellegrini has a delicate balanc-
ing act and circumstances could
mean that some of City’s premier
players must figure. A third succes-
sive defeat could create the impres-
sion that City’s season is going into
a tailspin and that he will end his
tenure as a lame duck. There will be
a particular focus on Vincent Kom-
pany, one game into his comeback
and a man whom City require for de-
fining games. He has won physical
battles with Diego Costa in the past,
but may be denied a rematch.

Kompany was a scorer in August
when City won 3-0. It was the first
major indication that Chelsea were
losing their way under Jose Mourin-
ho. Now they have started to resem-
ble their old selves under Guus Hid-
dink. It says much about their sea-
son that one of their best displays
came in defeat, when they lost 1-2
to Paris Saint-Germain on Tuesday,

but they have a purpose and a unity.
They have found counter-attack-

ing zeal and, as last week’s 5-1
thrashing of Newcastle showed,
more attacking incision. Willian
has been in form throughout a dis-
tinctly mixed season, but now Di-
ego Costa, Cesc Fabregas and Pedro
have relieved the burden on the Bra-
zilian. It only falls on Eden Hazard,
ineffectual in Paris, to do likewise.

It will be an illustration of both
managers’ mindsets if they select
two holding midfielders or a more
progressive side but Hiddink, with
six days before another game, has
more than just home advantage on
his side. Their reigns will both end
this summer but the Dutchman is
the likelier to bow out at Wembley.
Chelsea are tomorrow’s favourites.
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CHELSEA V MANCHESTER CITY
Singtel TV Ch109, tomorrow, 11.50pm

InGoodConscience

Pacquiao knocked out by corporate heavyweight

The Filipino is a
phenomenal draw amongst
Hispanics,not least for the
way he fought his way up
fromthe gutter, or the
swamp,and more than
fights his corner on behalf
of thepoor and
disenfranchised.

Diego Costa v Willy Caballero
One of City’s reserves is guaranteed to play. Manuel Pellegrini has said
that Caballero is his ’keeper in the domestic Cups. The Argentinian has

erred too often in his City career and an in-form Costa could be
confronted by two reserves, if the declining Martin Demichelis is
deployed in the centre of defence as Vincent Kompany’s deputy.

Match points: Chelsea v Man City

Gary Cahill v Kelechi Iheanacho
Iheanacho has started only six games for City and has scored nine goals,

including an unstoppable effort against Tottenham last week. He is a
rare youth product whom Pellegrini is comfortable fielding. With doubts

surrounding John Terry’s fitness and Kurt Zouma out, Cahill has gone
from backup to senior central defender in a fortnight.
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Kompany a key factor in Pellegrini’s selection
dilemma, but revitalised Blues have the edge

Cesc Fabregas v Fernando
Guus Hiddink’s catalytic effect has been apparent as Fabregas has

started to thread more penetrative passes again. He has excelled both as
a No. 10 and as a deeper midfielder. If he takes up the former role,

Fernando will have a particular responsibility for marking him. If not, the
Brazilian has to cut out his passes before they reach the attackers.

INJURYCRISIS

We have just 13
players available to
playand have to play
Champions League on
Wednesday. We’ll see
the best team wecan
playon Sunday.

’’MANUELPELLEGRINI, Manchester City
manager, referencing his side’smeeting
withDynamo Kiev in Ukraine.

DRIVENBY AMBITION

Chelsea are used to
picking up silverware
so when you don’t,
you use it as extra
motivation to make
sure it doesn’t
happenagain.

’’BRANISLAV IVANOVIC , Chelsea defender,
on hismotivations.

TheBigMatch

CHELSEA’S
ATTACKING
RHYTHM TO
TEST CITY

Key statistics

100%
On for English Treble

League Cup
2013–14

Premier League
2013–14

?
FA Cup

2015-16?

Manchester City’s Manuel Pellegrini could become 
only the second foreign manager to win the
Premier League, the League Cup and the FA Cup.
Only Jose Mourinho has done it so far – with Chelsea.

Golden Guus

Guus Hiddink has 
won all his six FA Cup 
matches. Chelsea 
have scored 16 goals 
in those games. He 
has lost only two of 
his 34 games as 
Blues manager.

City dominate head-to-head

6
City wins

2
Chelsea wins

3
Draws

City 4
Chelsea 0
City have won the last four 
FA Cup ties between them. 
Chelsea have not knocked 
City out of the Cup since 1915 
– a 2-1 win 101 years ago.

FA Cup

Strikers on song

7

8 Goals in his last 
11 games. He 
scored only one 
in his previous 12.

Goals in his 
last six 
appearances

Sergio Aguero

Diego Costa

Last 11 meetings
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