
The threat of a dirty bomb
Effects of exploding a radioactive device in a city, such as Washington D.C.
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Radioactive isotopes 
disperse across 
city, causing panic, 
contaminating property 
and triggering mass 
evacuation.
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material.
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bomb with 
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Strontium-90 
and Cobalt-60.

Extent of contamination:
• Depends on size of explosive, amount and 
type of radioactive material used, means of 
dispersal, weather conditions.
• A device containing 50g of Caesium-137 
could contaminate an area of up to 13.2km².
• Decontamination could take several 
months and cost tens of billions of dollars.


