Sea of troubles

Fights over ownership of islands, economic zones, fishing grounds and rights of navigation plague the South China Sea. With US$5 trillion (S$6.7 trillion)
orth of trade passing through it every year, the strategic waterway has also become a geopolitical tussle between the United States and China.
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Soldlers Df China's People's leeratlon Army (PLA) Navy patrolling
Woody Island on Jan 29, 2016.
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A satellite image taken in February shows deployment of missile . L -~

launchers on Woody Island (Yongxing Island) in the Paracels. ¥ : ' [/
Beijing has neither confirmed nor denied the deployment. 1 ]
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CHINA'S ‘'GREAT = China’s building up of artificial islands and stationing of military | ® China, in turn, accuses the United States Sources and photos: GLOBALSECURITY.ORG, CIA WORLD FACTBOOK, BBC, ASIAN MARITIM
WALL OF SAND' facilities are seen as an attempt to deny others access to of militarising the area through its TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE (CSIS), GOOGLE MAPS, IMAGESAT INTERNATIONAL, REUTERS
disputed territories and the waters of the South China Sea. “freedom of navigation” patrols. STRAITS TIMES GRAPHIC




