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Selt-help ethnic
groups have
worked well: PM

They have helped in
understanding specific
challenges and dealing
with them candidly

By L1 XUEYING

SELF-HELP ethnic groups have
enabled each community to tack-
le their specific challenges with-
out raising racial and religious
sensitivities, said Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong yesterday.

He noted that when Singapore
first embarked on an ethnic-
based self-help approach, some
people were worried the policy
would “sharpen our racial and re-
ligious divides”.

“These are valid concerns,”
he said. “But as things turned
out, far from undermining our co-
hesion as a society, self-help
groups have enabled us to under-
stand the specific challenges and
issues confronting each communi-
ty, and deal with them candidly,
honestly, directly, without raising
racial and religious sensitivities.”

Mr Lee was speaking at the
Chinese Development Assistance
Council’s (CDAC) 15th anniver-
sary dinner.

There, he presented a plaque
to Senior Minister Goh Chok
Tong, who served as CDAC pa-
tron since its formation in 1992
when he was prime minister. Mr
Lee became patron last year. Pio-
neering board members such as
Deputy Prime Minister Wong Kan
Seng and banker Wee Cho Yaw
were also honoured. The 160
guests then sang a birthday song
for the CDAC, which has helped
50,000 students and low-income
workers annually since 1992.

Said Mr Lee: “The CDAC can
be proud of its many achieve-
ments over the last 15 years.”

The late 1980s and early
1990s saw the birth of groups
such as Mendaki, Sinda and
CDAC to help look after the wel-
fare of the needy in the Malay, In-
dian and Chinese communities re-
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Their success showed the
self-help approach has worked,
he said.

But he stressed that the
groups’ leaders “must avoid turn-
ing their organisations into exclu-
sive ethnic enclaves catering to
only parochial interests”.

He is thus glad the groups
have formed a joint council to
run programmes open to Singapo-
reans of all races and religions.

Called the Self-Help Groups
Coordinating Council, it was set
up three years ago. Said its chair-
man Gerry De Silva, president of
the Eurasian Association: “We
run projects such as joint tuition
classes, so we can piggyback on
each other’s resources for the
common good.”

But more can be done.

Mr Lee said the groups should
look at building even stronger
links, and provide more opportu-
nities for interaction between the
different communities. This, he
said, will widen the common
ground and strengthen racial and
religious harmony.

Mr Lee added that going for-
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CDAC: PM Lee and (from left) key Chinese
Development Assistance Council members Tan Chin Siong, Lim Swee
Say, Goh Chok Tong and Wee Cho Yaw blow out candles on a cake to
celebrate the self-help group’s 15th anniversary.

ward, self-help groups can do
more to serve the community, es-
pecially with challenges such as a
widening income gap and an age-
ing population.

Reiterating the “many helping
hands” approach, he said that
while the Government has
launched many initiatives like
Workfare, it “cannot be the solu-
tion for all problems”.

Individuals, families and com-
munity organisations all have a
role. Self-help groups, being clos-
er to the ground and communi-
ties, “can come up with more in-
novative and responsive solu-
tions, and reach out more effec-
tlvely to the elderly and the less
fortunate among us’

To do so, they must leverage
on the network of community
partners from grassroots organisa-
tions to schoo%s.

For its part, the Government
will “continue to support your ini-
tiatives and programmes, and
work with you to ensure no one
in need will be left behind with-
out community care and sup-
port”, pledged Mr Lee.

xueying@sph.com.sg

Stay in control.
Protect your family.

Symptoms of dengue fever:

Dengue usually starts suddenly with a high fever. Anyone who has
fever and feels unwell should seek medical attention immediately.

Other symptoms may include rash, severe headache, pain behind the
eyes, and muscle and joint pain. Nausea, vomiting, and loss of appetite
are common.

Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF) is a severe, often fatal, complication

of dengue fever. This is when the blood vessels start to leak and cause
bleeding from the nose, mouth, and gums. Bruising can be a sign
of bleeding inside the body.
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v Supported by Royal Holloway, University of London

worldwide online learning
v Royal Holloway is one of University of London’s
six largest Colleges
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Dengue can only be diagnosed by a blood test.

MASTERS & DIRECT HONOURS DEGREES

B.Sc BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Specialisations: Marketing & International Business

e This programme is designed to prepare students for a career in modern business and management

¢ Integrated topics to equip students to think critically and creatively, gain the breadth of knowledge
essential to any aspiring manager’s programme of study

¢ Developed by academics within the School of Management, the largest department of Royal Holloway

BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONS) IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
e Understand intrinsic business flow processes from an international context
® Modules include Strategy, International Business Finance, International Strategy

BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONS) IN LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
e Focus on understanding the various forms and functions of Logistics and essentials of Supply Chain Management
* Modules include Inland Freight & International Transport

e Degree recognised by Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transportation, UK

BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONS) IN ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE
¢ Understand the strengths and limitations and be able to critically appraise financial, investment and risk management
models and current developments.

Health advice in the event of infection:

There is no specific treatment for dengue. Ensure that you have adequate
rest if you are suspected or diagnosed to have dengue fever. Drink
enough water to prevent dehydration.

Those infected with dengue should be kept away from mosquitoes for
the protection of others.

Seek immediate medical attention if you experience severe abdominal

Awarded ¢ Modules include Management Accounting, International Finance and Financial Management & Corporate Governance
DI VERay  WASTER OF BUSINESS pain and sweating, with cold, clammy hands and feet.
200 o Times Good Specialisations: International Management; Marketing; Hospitality & Tourism
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e Combines specialist knowledge of undergraduate degree with a general

Follow up with your doctor regularly until he/she informs you that you
no longer require close monitoring.

business and management postgraduate qualification
o Short MBA top-up option available upon satisfying the required work experience
e Suitable for fresh graduates and junior managers

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS (INFORMATION SYSTEMS)

e This course aims to prepare students for entry into the Information Systems profession and the business
world in general, with a combination of computing skills supported by other business disciplines

o Courses are tailored to give students that vital employment advantage in a range of professional fields

MBA

e Provides a strong business education for people seeking a stepping stone to enhance their careers

e Increases the range of potential career choices available

e Covers a broad range of business and management disciplines

e Targetted at experienced and practicing managers as well as prepare people for general management responsibilities

MASTER OF BUSINESS IN PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING
¢ Open to graduates from non-accounting backgrounds and non-graduates with relevant work experience
o Recognised by both Certified Professional Accountants Australia and Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING (MECHANICAL ENGINEERING)

BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING (AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING)
o Accredited by both The Institute of Engineers, Australia & Singapore Institute of Engineers
¢ Applied and industry-focused with relevance to international industries

VICTORIA
UNIVERSITY

v 5 Star rating for education experience by Good
University Guide 2005 & 2006

v 700 courses, 12 campuses, 86 international
partners, 8,000 students worldwide

v Reputation for innovation and specialist
programmes

v Member of SAP University Alliance and
Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU)

v Excellent teaching resource materials and
software support to aid training and learning

v Member of New Generation Universities

Prevent transmission, protect your family:

o |f you, or a loved one, are a confirmed or suspected dengue patient,
mosquito repellents and coils can help prevent the transmission of the

RMIT
virus to family members and neighbours via the Aedes mosquitoes.

University

DIPLOMAS LEADING TO WORLD CLASS DEGREES
BUSINESS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

¢ International Business e Data Communications e T

e Business Administration e E-Business For ITE / ‘N /
O Levels Holder

e Marketing ¢ Networking
I5) IS

e Logistics ¢ Internet Science & Technology
e Accounting e Business Information Technology
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e If someone in your neighbourhood has contracted dengue, use of repellent
can minimize your chances of being bitten by an infective mosquito.

e Get your family members to wipe out potential mosquito breeding
habitats in your home and around the common areas to prevent a new
cycle of transmission.

Rebate Voucher for attendees

Info Talk: 13 June 2007, 7Zpm

For a comprehensive education loan package, call

6225 5225 to0 speak to a Citibank Education Loan Cltl ba n k

Specialist or visit Citibank.com.sg for more details.
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HOTLINE: 1800-X-DENGUE / 1800-333-7777

E-mail: dengue@nea.gov.sg * Website: www.dengue.gov.sg
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