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THE Woodsville See-
ondary School in Alju-
nied Road is just like
any secondary school in
Singpore Fxtvp: for
the week in April last
year when 4 of its stu-
dents went hysterical,

For three da
ening "
one student alter another
into frenzied trance-like
states

While some cried,
screamed, shivered and
started eating the grass
and empty glasses, others
stared into ?mﬁg{lsmw
with open eves fle por-
forming & Tal Chi type of
danre movement called
the Kuda Kepang an an-
clent Malay wedding
dance,

Some were restrained
from their viclent fits by
the teachers. No one could
communicals with them
during their viclent fits
and trances.

Twenty-eight  students
gave 3 different descrip-
tions of legless apparl-
tions which appeared be-
fore them.

Although the e and

esman of the school
confirmed the outbreak of
mass hysteria, nobody
1o talk about it
while the atmosphere of
fear peevailed in the
schoal,

What in
Woodswville in
fact, an age-old human af-
fliction that has &
in various forms over the
centuries from the
dancing maniscs of the
Middle Ages 1o the biting
ln.d mewlng nuns in Euro

happened
school is,

Pean convents.

In all known cases, the
“*emotional  contagion™
was transmitted from per-
son to s0n extremely
fast, a within minutes
g:-oups of people suffered

zzare symploms of men-
tal or bodily illness for
which there's no phyical
Cause

So far, doctors are still
In the dark as to what
CRURPS & p of students
or factory workers 1o be-
come hysterical. There
are no guidelines on how
o prévenl an occurence
of mass hysteria and the
findings which are docu-
mented are skimpy.

The incident in the
Woodsville school |s just
:.nmhl:r oulbreak of mass

ysteria in Singapore
which went unnotified and
unrecorded.

Outbreaks

Since the first recorded
case of mass hysteria in
the Republic in 1973, the
Ministiry of Labour’s
industrial health division
has investigated only 12
other cases which invalv-
ed a few hundred [actory
workers, The rest of the
cases were not recorded
or reparted.

Some outbreaks invest-
gated by the division im-
volved less than 20
and lasted for a lew days
while others stretched on
for more than 30 days and

involved nearly a hundred .

lactory workers.

Victime in mass hyste-
rin outbreaks can
Isrnadiy dn‘ki«:l inta ithe
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Serravallo’s Tonic is made solely from the com-
binstion of fresh grapes, iron and cinchona bark.
The combination has a close relationship in body
buildup. Fresh grapes contain bountiful Vitamins

B complex, it

stimulates

circulation and

nourishes nerve systems. lron is the important
element in the constitution of red cells in the
blood. And cinchona bark has the property for
the promotion ol appetite.

It is beneficial in debility and convalescence from
sickness, and it is spprecisted by men and
women, young and old. Serravallo's Tonic helps

o keep you young.
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from 30 minuies 10 more '——

than two hours, |
i'lr;h. mdary gchwl

ville ]

who went hysterical be- |

longed to this category.
The Irightened cases in-

clude those who did not

scream, struggle or be-

violent.

| & tremble even
| blankets are piled on

hem.

From the documented
evidence of the 13 cases
studied

Ancther factor which

! each time is
| TP Bt

| were mostly Malny fe- |
| males, although they

affected

6ol constitute more llll:
60 per cent of the factory |
population.

) or of industrial
| mrm division of the Mi- |

| ool
| hysteria is a

of Labour, Dr Phoon |
Hoong, said mass |

eal phmomun which |

:hamdeﬂnim
causes.

Symptoms

He said: “Tt can be de-

am
or more individuals
absence of an identifiabie
causative agent.”

Dr Phoon sald mass

:th.nlmhystmaua
involv-

m(‘ﬂﬂﬂ to stress, \

a very complex inter-
action among a multitude
of factors, |
“It is thus a

much opportunity for ad-
vancement. In all the
factory cases, nearly all |
ithe victims are women.
The reason for the w'i--

breaks, wseut‘hersm
could pruhnhly be 10
a kind of rebellion by the
affected workers o tgr
pleasant working condi-
tions, or having to cwl: in |
the first place. |

Stress i

if stress is the factor |
which off mass
the
could

latlon of stu-
ing a stress-
are their mid- |
VEar sXAms. |
A belief in spirits by |
those aflected could also

the mass hysteria in the |
school, they said it all
started when seven boys
wenl into a trance aler|
they had, out of fun,
AT with |
oll before ru a talis-
man to call up spirits on
the school ground.

“Spirits’” were also seen
rshr:hnn October 20, IQTL

telephne tors

Telecoms mm for
three hours in the late|
afternoon

It started with one tele- |
phonist sceaming and one
after another her 15
colleagues in the opera-|
tions room followed suit.

Some went into a trance
with stiffened bodies,
while others vomitted and |
frothed in the mouth, ac-
coniiruf to a Telecoms
olficia
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KING OF LYCHEES
IS NOW HERE !

Fresh from China, these Lychees are handpicked
and airflown to Singapore the very day. These almost
seediess Lychees with no stalks and leaves ame now specially
packed in cartons of 12kg, Each carton contains 4 separate
gift packs of 3kg. It's sweet, juicy and delicious:

Hur_r!, Season enullgthls Week !

coordinated by Linda Neo

‘ones, &s mass (o
hysieria can spread like problem.
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Step out in style. The Lanvin Boutique.

The Lanvin Boutique {

Ground Floor, Hyatt Hotel, Scotts Road, Singapore 0922. Telephone: 2354 039.




