Under threat

A strain of the Panama disease is rapidly devastating banana plantations across
Asia and infecting farms in Africa, the Middle East and Australia, prompting
the United Nations to request US$50m (S$67.7m) to fight the epidemic.
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Efforts are under way to stop
the disease before it reaches
Latin America, the primary
source of bananas exported
globally.
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INTERESTING FACTS

MORE THAN The percentage of the world's banana
O production used for local consumption,
1 O O B | L I_ | O N and only 15 per cent is exported
O (mainly to the US and Europe).

Number of bananas consumed

annually in the world, making it the Average consumption of bananas per
fourth-most important food crop 1 1 9 kg year by Americans, more than apples

after wheat, rice and corn. and oranges combined.
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