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Blunting the knife-edge of ISIS terrorism

Beefed-up security patrols
and the deployment of
more closed-circuit
television cameras across
theisland cannot be
expected to future-proof
Singapore from
knife-wielding terrorists,
eventhough they help
improve monitoring and
response. There are simply
too many people to track.

Graham Ong-Webb

For The Straits Times

i Therecentunveiling of major

¢ upgrade plans to Singapore’s

i counter-terrorism efforts by the

: Ministry of Home Affairs has

i provided much substance for

: Singaporeans to think about, as

i societies around the world gear

: themselves up to manage the terror
i threatthe best way they can.

As Home Affairs and Law

i Minister K. Shanmugam’s speech at
¢ the Home Team Leaders’ Forum

i last monthreminded Singaporeans, :
: the threat of the Islamic State in

i Iraqand Syria (ISIS) militant group
i isindeed monstrous and

: “qualitatively different” from that

i posed by groups such as Al-Qaeda.

Unlike for the Al-Qaeda terrorist,

i thelowest-common-denominator
: weapon for the ISIS perpetrator,

i whensstripped of other means, is

¢ actually aknife. As Mr Shanmugam
i said: “(Terrorists) have begun to

: useknives, machetes - items that

i areeasilyaccessible topeople.”

Indeed, one of the two

¢ self-radicalised Singaporean youths
: inspired by ISIS propagandaand

: arrestedunder the Internal Security :
¢ Actforterrorism-related activities :
: lastMay planned to carry out

attacksin public places with knives.

Knives have become emblematic

: of ISIS fighters. They were

: sanctioned by the groupasa

i weapon of choice when the

¢ shocking video of American

i journalist James Foley being

: beheaded with a15cm-long knife
i wasuploaded to the Internet in

¢ August2014.

The image of the knife-wielding

Closer tohome, Malaysia in

i January saw its first ISIS-related

: “lone cub” attackwhena

i 16-year-old schoolboy held a sales
: assistantatknifepointina

¢ shopping complex before he was

¢ apprehended by the police.

The precedent for a group-level

i incident was set by the terrorist

i attackin the Chinese city of

: Kunming in March 2014. A group of
: eightindividuals, suspected to be

¢ Xinjiang militants, rushedintoa

! railway stationand started slashing :
: and stabbing people

i indiscriminately with knives and
¢ cleavers. The attackerskilled 29

people and injured 143 others.
In Taiwan last week, the

decapitation of a four-year-old girl

¢ —nicknamed Little Light Bulb - by
¢ aderanged individual witha

i cleaveralso sentapsychological

: shockwave around the world,

i although the incident was not

: relatedto terrorism.

: IMPLICATIONS FOR SINGAPORE

i Singapore’s extremely stringent

: border policing and control

: i measuressignificantly mitigate the
: lone wolfwas etched into the global :
: mind duringan attackata London
i railway station last December that
: sawanumber of people wounded.
i Theincident raised fears that

: Britain could face more of such

i “low-grade attacks” by lone actors.

risk of contraband explosives and

: firearms entering the country that

¢ canbeusedinan ISIS attack similar
¢ tothose that happenedin Parisand
i Brusselsrecently.

However, beefed-up security

i patrolsand the deployment of

: more closed-circuit television

i camerasacross the island cannot

: be expected to future-proof

¢ Singapore from knife-wielding

: terrorists, even though they help

¢ improve monitoring and response.
¢ There are simply too many people
i totrack.

When push comes to shove in

i theface of terrorism, it will be

: members of society who must

i serveas firstresponders by backing
! oneanother.

Thisis amindset that has been

: firmly established in most citizens
i inlIsrael,a countrybesieged by

¢ waves of terrorism since its

i nationalindependence in1948.

¢ Israelhasbeen dealing with a spate
i ofattacks sincelast year which

: observers have described as the
: “knife intifada”.

It hasled the country’s domestic

: security agency to conclude that

: these types of terrorist attacks

¢ cannotbe detected ahead of time.

i Citizens must therefore be the first

: line of defence. Indeed, on top of

i recognising civilian contributions to
: opposingattacks, Israelis share tips

: inopenforumsonhowtoblunta

: knife charge by improvising with

: surrounding objects. Discussions

: aretemperedbyasense of prudence
: andresponsibility. The Israeli

: authorities provide self-defence

: principles to the public and tips on

: exercising good judgment.

Here, the story of Little Light

i Bulbisalsoinstructive. Although
: shewaskilled, her mother fought
: offher daughter’s attacker as best
: asshe could. Whileitwasa

: mother’s natural response to

: protecther child, thisact of bravery :
: mustresonate at the societal level
¢ withallpeoples.

This is why upcoming national

: programmes such as SG Secure,

i designed to organise, trainand

: empower people to stand firm and
: putdownaterrorattack when

: needed,are necessary.

But such programmes are

: complete onlyif they are extended
: toprovide basic self-defence

: training to able-bodied citizens. All
: physically able national

i servicemen already receive such

: training. There isno good reasonall
i Singaporeans cannotreceive such

i instructionaswell.

Tobe sure, the best response for

i all civilians in the face of an attack s
i tohelp one another get away from

: harm. Yet, there are tactical

¢ situations where the social

: responsibility to disrupt an attackis
i required. In strategic terms, it

. telegraphsthe message to groups

¢ suchasISIS that humanity will not

! bedaunted.

Atthe end of the day, such

! training programmes must

: continue to complement

i long-existing initiatives to bolster

i socialharmony. Should amember

: of society still be attacked, it will be
: amoment for other individuals not
i just torespond but also to draw

: upon the national wellspring of

i cohesion - built through prior

efforts at community-building - to

i healandprevail.

Again, we canlearn from the

i mother of Little Light Bulb in her

: resilient beliefthat societyis

i fundamentally good and that we

: mustnotlose trustin one another.
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® The writerisresearch fellow
i attheS.Rajaratnam School of
¢ International Studies, Nanyang
: Technological University.

Will Britain choose

irrelevance?”

Dambisa Moyo

i EU.Ialsohave apronounced
¢ disdain forred tape and

i inefficiency. Andyet,Idonot
: believe that economic

s
=

8

Whenvoters in Britain go to the
polls on June 23 to decide whether
their country should leave the
European Union, the issues they
will have to reckon with will
include the impact of their decision
onunemployment, trade flows and
the stability of financial markets.
But there are other less quantifiable
considerations that must also be
weighed in the balance.

The economic arguments against
a British exit from the EU - or
Brexit — have been well rehearsed.
Many have suggested that if Britain
were to leave, manufacturers
would secure continued access to
the European market by fleeing
across the English Channel, costing
the country millions of jobs.

Similarly, withdrawal from the
EUrisksundermining London’s
position as a global financial centre,
which depends on the city’s
integration into European markets.
Trade agreements, too, would have
to berenegotiated in the wake of a
Brexit.

Another area of concern for
many votersisinregards to
Britain’s sovereignty - the idea that
independent countries should have
ultimate decision-making
authority over what happens
within their borders. Membership
inthe EU sometimes requires
ceding control to a complex web of
often-inefficient Brussels-based
supranational institutions.

Thold adoctorate in economics
and work with businesses whose
employees and operations benefit
from Britain’s membership in the

¢ considerations or concerns about
: sovereignty offer compelling
: arguments for Brexit.

Much more important is the

¢ potential impact of sucha decision
: on Britain’s global standing.

Membership ina European

: community of 500 million people

: provides Britain with considerable
: influence over geopolitics and the

i global economy. As the world

: becomes ever more daunting and

: complex, maintaining that

¢ influenceis clearly in the country’s
: interest.

The referendum campaign is

: playing out againsta global

: economicand political backdrop

¢ thatis nothingifnot foreboding.

: The International Monetary Fund
: haswarned that global growth s

¢ unlikely toreturn to the levels that
: itattained before the 2008

¢ financial crisis.

Indeed, global consulting firm

i McKinsey predicts that global

i growthrates during the next 50

: yearswill be half of what they were
i over the previous five decades.

Meanwhile, Mr Martin Dempsey,

: retired army general and former

¢ chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of

: Staff, has said that the world has

: entered the most dangerous period
¢ hehas ever witnessed.

Developing countries are home

: toroughly 90 per cent of the

: world’s population and some

i two-thirds of their residents are

: younger than 25. Stagnant growth,
¢ orshrinking output, in many

: emerging economies has serious

i consequences. Britain’s Overseas

: Development Institute predicts :
i thatby 2025, roughly 80 per centof :
: theworld’s population will live in
: fragile states.

Job-eroding technological

i advances, worsening income

¢ inequality, demographic shifts,

¢ dwindling natural resources and
: environmental depletion are

¢ adding even more straws to the

: camel’sback.

The world is already undergoing

the worst refugee crisis since the

: end of World War II, with some 60
¢ million people having been driven
: from their homes. The mounting

¢ instability will only exacerbate the
: problem.

Leaving the EU will not shield

i Britain from the vagaries of the

global economy. It will only deprive

the country of aleading voice in

i shaping the response tonewand
: existing challenges. Britain is far
i better placed toinfluence the

: global policy agenda from inside
i the EUthan from outside it.

Tobe sure, leaving the EU would

¢ notstrip Britain ofits historical

i prominence in international

: organisations — mostnotably, its

i permanent membership of the

¢ United Nations’ Security Council.

i Butanon-European Britain would

¢ belesslikely to secure the same

i standingand influence in whatever
. institutions emerge in the years

i ahead.

Within the EU, Britainis a critical

: partofaninfluential economic and

: political bloc with undeniable heft.
: Amplified by the EU, its voice can

: influence world events, providing
: the countrywith what the British

: like to describe as an ability to

: punchabove its weight.

Should Britain leave, however, its

: influence would be limited to its

: truesize onthe global stage: a

: relatively small country with

: limited economic and political

: power. As British voters prepare to

¢ cast their ballots, they should weigh
i carefully the consequences of

¢ internationalirrelevance.
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Membership in
the EU would
provide Britain
with considerable
influence over
geopolitics and
the global
economy. But
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result in
consequences of
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Why Most Suitable for You?

1. Source of ingredients is 100% plant-based. It promotes good absorption rate, high

effectiveness and minimum side effect.

2. A complete formula of multiple ingredients, focusing on holistic care for bones and joints.
3. 10 years in the market, benefitted 1,000,000 people, high return rate of 70%.

Many customers have reflected on the benefits of these products:

weak arms and legs. Symptoms
due to calcium deficiency.

Lower back discomfort, cramps, <— Plant based calcium, good absorption and effectiveness,
maintains calcium for strong bones and muscles, support kidney
function, cartilage and collagen.

Numbness in arms and legs,
joints discomfort, swollen,
stiff and inflexible joints.

<+— Turmeric maintain bone and joint blood supply, activates bone
cells and alleviates discomfort.

No heatiness after consuming, < Added Aloe Vera extract for smooth bowel movements.
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no signs of bowel problem. Remove impurities, neutralises heatiness in body.
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Joint cracking and discomfort, < Plant-based Glucosamine, good absorption, high effective-
stiff joints, cartilage thinning ness, supports damage and repair worn-out cartilage. Alterna-
due to degeneration. tive to animal-based glucosamine, suitable for vegetarians.

Swollen and discomfort joints. <~ Added MSM helps support circulation and joint cartilage elastic-
ity, lubricate joints, reduce swelling, gluten bone health.

<« Boswellin extract support cartilage and joint rehabilitation.

Joint inflexibility, difficulty in
walking.

With any Q&N products purchased ScratCh &Win CASH Winning ratio 3 ‘1

Available at Guardian, Watsons, OG, Mustafa & Chinese Medical Halls

Suitable Far Vegetarian

Q&N Pte. Ltd.
enquiry (\6745 0321

e-shop www.qn-nutrition.com

Your result may vary




