
MICROSITE
Bukit Batok by-election
It’s less than a week before
Nomination Day next
Wednesday for the Bukit
Batok by-election. Our
microsite at
http://str.sg/4Zdh has all the
latest news on the lead-up to
polling day on May 7.

Most-readstories
onstraitstimes.com
1. Driver’s death in Shangri-La
shooting case ruled ‘a lawful
killing’
2. MAS, CAD investigating
broking firms; SGX reports
insider trading, market
manipulation in Q1
3. Singaporean ex-BSI private
banker Yeo Jiawei charged
amid 1MDB probe
4. Poly’s app attendance
system stirs concerns
5. Changi Airport tests new
body scanner, machine for
hand luggage

WEB SPECIAL
When a food fad strikes
Cheese tarts might just be
the next food craze to grip
Singapore. We list 11 other
food fads that got taste buds
tingling at http://str.sg/4Zxz

REACH US AT
Website:
www.straitstimes.com

Facebook:
www.fb.com/thestraitstimes
Twitter: @STcom
Instagram: @Straits_Times

Karamjit Kaur
Aviation Correspondent

New security scanners are being tri-
alled at Changi Airport Terminal 3
to boost security, amid a growing
threat of terrorism against aviation.

Travellers departing from board-
ing gates A16 to A21 at T3 are ran-
domly asked to walk through body
scanners, while there is also a new
machine to screen hand luggage for
those leaving from gates B1 to B4.

With this new machine, travellers
do not have to remove laptops, tab-
lets and other devices from their
bags for screening unlike now, said
Changi Airport Group (CAG) during
a media preview yesterday.

Changi is one of only two airports
worldwide, the other being
Amsterdam’s Schiphol, that is test-
ing the technology.

To improve the bag screening pro-
cess, the machine comes with an au-
tomatic tray return system that im-
proves efficiency and reduces wait-
ing times by about 20 per cent for
passengers, said CAG’s vice-presi-
dent of aviation security Alan Tan.

Trays are presented to two pas-
sengers simultaneously at the start
of the screening belt, so both can de-
posit their bags at the same time.

Bags that are cleared are chan-
nelled to one lane, while those that
need to be manually checked are di-
verted to another.

The trays are automatically re-
turned to the line after each screen-
ing cycle is completed, so security
officers do not need to manually re-
turn them to the start of the line.

Said Mr Tan: “More often than
not, enhancements in security
checks increase inconvenience for
travellers but here, we are able to
make the system more robust while
reducing hassle for travellers.”

Meanwhile, the new body scan-
ner is the latest to be tested after
three earlier trials by Changi.

Not many airports – apart from
those in the United States, Europe
and Australia – have introduced the
machines, due to issues such as pri-
vacy concerns and potential health
risks.

To mitigate such worries, the
body scanner now being tested at
Changi Airport does not detail the

actual person’s shape, Mr Tan said.
If a traveller walks through and no
alerts are raised, the monitor turns
green and no image is produced.

If an item is detected, a simple
outline of a body is generated to
indicate where the object is.

The scanner uses millimetre
wave technology to detect both me-
tallic and non-metallic items.

The technology has been certi-
fied to be safe and poses no known

health and safety risks as it utilises a
very low-power non-ionising form
of electromagnetic technology,
CAG said. The amount of electro-
magnetic radiation emitted is many
times smaller than that emitted by
a mobile phone, it added.

The trials started last month, and
will end in June. Thereafter, data
and passenger feedback collected
will be analysed to help the airport
assess the new systems.

Business analyst Damien Wong,
41, who travels once or twice a year,
said: “Security is paramount given
the threat levels, so steps taken to
make flying safer is a good thing.

“The hand luggage screening
method that Changi is testing
sounds really good. It’s really a has-
sle having to remove laptops and
other devices.”
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Body scanners made
less intrusive; no need
to pull out laptops
from hand luggage

New security scanners on trial at T3

Enhancing security at airport
Body scanners have been installed at Terminal 3 as part of a trial to enhance security screening.

Traveller 
stands inside 
the scanner, 
hands above 
his head, for a 
few seconds.

1
If the traveller is cleared, no image is produced. 
If an object is detected, an image comes up 
and the item is shown.2

The security 
of�cer does a 
physical check.3
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