The Abu Sayyaf group

Islamic militant group in the southern Philippine region of Mindanao

Origins
e Established in the 1990s, offshoot
of a Muslim separatist insurgency

that has claimed more than 100,000 lives

Members
® Originally around 1,000 fighters
* Now about 300 gunmen remain

Recent kidnappings

Methods

e Trail of bombings, kidnappings
and beheadings

® Demand ransom for local and
foreign victims in exchange for
their freedom

Terror group

e Listed as “foreign terrorist
organisation” by the US

® |n recent years, several
Abu Sayyaf units have
publicly pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria group
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