Repelling mosquitoes

With all the different mosquito-repelling products on the market, how can the average
person tell which ones are best? The Straits Times speaks with experts to find out

more about the pros and cons of the repellents.

Chemical
repellents

* Most effective active ingredients:
Deet or picaridin

« Concentration of 6% = 2 hours' protection
« Concentration of 20% = 4 hours’ protection

Mosquito patches
and wristbands

» Scented with citronella or similar oils,
which helps to prevent mosquitoes
from smelling humans

Citronella
and other oils

* Not as effective as
Deet-containing repellents
* Repel mosquitoes by
masking body chemicals

¢ Include plant-based oils
such as lemon eucalyptus,
cedar, peppermint and
lemongrass

Carbon _ ~Ultrasonic
dioxide traps Mosquito coils mosquito
« Attract mosquitoes « Emit repellents when burnt re pel |e n-tS

* Repel mosquitoes by
emitting a high-pitched

sound that humans
cannot hear
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