How it could work

The Constitutional Commission proposed that if someone from a particular racial group
has not held the presidency for five consecutive terms, the next election should be open
only to candidates from that racial group. Here is an example of how the model could work.

TERM 1 : . TERM 2 TERM 3 & 4
Wee Kim Wee Ong Teng Cheong SNIEIGED
(1989-1993)* (1993-1999) (1999-201M)

TERM 7 TERM 6

(2023-2029) (2017-2023)

® Open election for all races ® The presidential
election for this
round will be
open only to

Malay candidates

as there have

been no Malay presidents for
five consecutive terms.

® |f no qualified Malay
candidates emerge, the election
will be open to all races. The
next election will then be
reserved for Malay candidates. TERM 5
Tony Tan Keng Yam
(2011-2017)

4

TERM 8 TERM 9 TERM 10
(2029-2035) (2035-2041) (2041-2047)
® Open election for all races ® Open election for all races ® Since Mr S R Nathan

was in office till 2011,
then the next closed
elections for the Indian
and Others group would

be five terms later, in

2041 (term 10). This assumes that no
candidate from the group was elected
president in the past three open

elections (terms 7 to 9).

® |f no qualified candidates from the
group emerge, the election will be open
to all races. The next election will then
be reserved for candidates from the
Indian and Others group.

NOTE: *Though not elected, Mr Wee became the first president vested with the powers of an
elected president during his second term in office, when the laws on the elected presidency
came into effect on Nov 30, 1991. His first term as president was from 1985-1989. PHOTOS: ST FILE, ZAOBAO STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS



