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THE STATES IN PLAY

ISSUES THAT MATTER

In the �nal stretch before the election on Nov 8,
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton and her Republican rival 
Donald Trump are running neck and neck. Most opinion polls 

show the two deadlocked nationwide as both continue to 
struggle to convince uncertain voters.

Most polls currently talk about the popular vote nationwide, but the total vote will not ultimately determine who becomes President.
Rather, what is more important is where those votes are – thanks to a quirk in the US election system known as the electoral college.

Each state is allocated a certain number of electoral college votes and a candidate needs to win at least 270 such votes to get into the Oval Of�ce.

Poll average

Probability of winning

(RealClearPolitics poll numbers are extrapolated from the average support 
received by a candidate across several national polls. Figures as of Oct 6)

(The New York Times derived the probability from the voting history of each state,
as well as state and national polls conducted since mid-April. Figures as of Oct 7)

(RealClearPolitics poll numbers are extrapolated from the average support 
received by a candidate across several national polls. Figures as of Oct 6)

(The New York Times derived the probability from the voting history of each state,
as well as state and national polls conducted since mid-April. Figures as of Oct 7)

KEY EVENTS AHEAD

• Economy: A weak economy 
tends to work against the party 
in power but consumer 
con�dence is up and 
household incomes are on the 
rise. That will blunt some of the 
desire for change.

• Personality: Mr Donald 
Trump and Mrs Hillary Clinton 
are two dominant personalities 
and how voters perceive them 
could be decisive. Many 
continue to view Mr Trump’s 
temperament and Mrs Clinton’s 
trustworthiness unfavourably.

• Turnout: In an election 
between two unpopular 
candidates, the ability of the 
campaigns to get voters who 
are supportive — but not 
necessarily enthusiastic — to 
the ballot box will be critical.

• Health: The two candidates are 
among the oldest ever to run for 
the White House and their health 
has been a concern. If he wins, the 
70-year-old Mr Trump will be the 
oldest �rst-term president. If she 
wins, Mrs Clinton, 68, will be the 
second-oldest to assume of�ce.

• National security: A 
bombing in New York last 
month has raised concerns 
about terrorism again. It is 
not yet clear whom voters 
trust more to deal with the 
issue of terrorism.

• Race: Police shootings 
have put the treatment of 
African-Americans in the 
spotlight. The rhetoric on 
immigration impacts the 
votes of the Hispanics, the 
largest ethnic minority 
group in the US.

Oct 10 (9-10.30am Singapore time): Second presidential debate in St Louis, Missouri   •   Oct 20 (9-10.30am Singapore time): Final presidential debate in Las Vegas, Nevada   •   Nov 8: Election Day
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270 NEEDED TO WIN 
(TOTAL: 538)
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SWING STATES: Where the race is tight and 
the outcome could throw the presidential 

contest one way or the other. 
94 electoral votes 

DONALD TRUMP

191 electoral votes

HILLARY CLINTON

253 electoral votes
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