
The blaze
Fire engulfed 
the 3rd �oor 
of the building

Windows
The building’s windows were 
�tted with grills which could 
not be opened from the inside

Entry/exit
• There was only one door to 
enter and exit the building
•There was no dedicated �re exit

Fire inspection
The school was built 
without its mechanical and 
engineering plans being submitted for 
approval, and without an inspection by 
the Fire and Rescue Department

Fleeing the �re
The horri�c blaze that claimed 23 lives at the Darul Quran Ittifaqiyah school on Thursday began on the third 
storey of the building, after the only entrance to the school’s dormitory caught �re. Despite being hampered by 
window grills, some students managed to escape the �ames by climbing on to the awning, or down drainpipes.

Drainpipes
First-floor awning

Awning
Some boys managed to escape after 
breaking open a window on the third �oor 
and jumping down to a �rst-�oor awning

Drainpipes
Others slid down 
drainpipes from the 
third �oor
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