Wild encounters
Sin Ming in Thomson, and
Sungei Api Api in Pasir Ris

Segar Road in
Bukit Panjang

Earlier this year, the authorities
culled free-ranging chickens in
both areas in response to
residents’ complaints about
noise, and to reduce bird flu risk.

A long-tailed
macaque earlier
this year entered
residents’ homes,
stole food and bit
people. It was later
caught and is being
rehabilitated at the
Animal Concerns
Research and
Education Society
(Acres).

Junction of Pasir Ris Drive 3 and Pasir Ris Farmway 1
Wild boars thrive in the area due to feeding. Last week, The
Sunday Times saw a man feeding bread to about 15 boars.

Pasir Ris Park and Changi Beach Park

Crocodiles were spotted at both parks in north-eastern Singapore in
August. Warning signs were later put up in Changi Beach Park, but
the authorities say no new sightings have been recorded since then.

Hillview Avenue in Bukit Batok

A 44-year-old man suffered cuts and lacerations
on both legs when a wild boar attacked him
outside a condominium in Hillview Avenue last
Thursday. He was walking towards Hillview MRT
station when he spotted the animal approaching
him. As he tried to run, he lost his balance and fell.
The wild boar subsequently charged at him.

Windsor Nature Park

In June, a woman walking her dog along a trail
at the edge of the park was gored in the leg by
a wild boar. The National Parks Board later put
up signboards advising visitors what to do
should they encounter a boar.

Soo Chow Walk

In September, a reticulated
python was spotted in a
toilet bowl at a motor parts
store in Upper Thomson.

Animals you may encounter

The long-tailed macaque, wild boar and reticulated python are animals that have made headlines recently.
But an encounter with them need not be cause for alarm.

What to do if you see
a wild animal

• Be calm and move slowly away.
• Keep a safe distance; do not

Long-tailed macaque

Intelligent and adaptable animals found in many parks and across
Singapore’s urban landscape. They have a highly varied diet consisting
mainly of fruits and the occasional insect.

Wild boar

Each female wild boar can produce four to six piglets
a year. Their quick reproduction rates, the presence of
ideal foraging habitats and the lack of natural
predators all contribute to their population growth.

Reticulated python

This snake, native to Singapore, can grow up to 3m here. A study
by researcher Mary-Ruth Low showed that these snakes use
drains as a “highway” for getting around in their search for food.
Reticulated pythons play an important role in keeping the
population of pests, such as rats, low in urban areas.

corner or provoke the animal.
• Do not feed wild animals. They
can find their own food in the
natural environment, and their
eating habits help keep the
ecosystem healthy.
• The Agri-Food and Veterinary
Authority can be reached on
1800-476-1600.
• People can also call the Acres
wildlife rescue hotline on
9783-7782.
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