Untangling the mess

The civil war in Syria, which began with Arab Spring protests in March 2011, has since
drawn in other countries, threatening to destabilise a wider region. Here's a guide to the
tangle of sectarian rivalries, overlapping regional conflicts and great power politics.
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Later on the same day, srael conducted airstrikes targeting
the drones control vehicle at an airbase in Palmyra, a known

SUNNI-SHI'ITE RIVALRIES

« The governments of Shiite-majority
Iran and Irag, and Lebanon-based
Hezbollah, have supported the Bashar
al-Assad regime, while Sunni-majority
countries, including Turkey, Qatar, and
Saudi Araia supported antiAssad

Iran was thefrstto prop up Mr Assad,
sending supplies and soldier

« Teheran sees Syria as cruc\a\ toits
regional hegemony strategy: It provides
access to Iranian weapons and other
goods bound for proxy miltias and
allies, most notably Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza.

* Saudi Arabia supported Syrias rebels
in the hopes of replacing Mr Assad with
a friendlier government and countering
Iran's influence.

US vs RUSSIA

* Russian forces
intervened in 2015, at a
time when the pro-Assad
forces appeared to be
losing ground.

« Syria is one of Russia's
last remaining allies, and
itis where

maintains its only
military bases outside
the former Soviet Union.
« The US has repeatedly
stated its opposition to
the Assad government
being backed by Russia
but s wary of getting
dragged into another
war.

TURKEY vs KURDISH
REBELS

« Syria's Kurds have
taken advantage of the
civil war to seize
control of large parts of
their traditional
heartland in the north,
declaring autonomous
rule.

« This has raised deep
concerns in Turkey,
which fears the Kurdish

‘mount insurgency
attacks in Turkish
territory.

ISRAEL vs IRAN

« With the defeat of ISIS
and major gains by
pro-Assad forces,
Iranian-backed fighters
are creeping closer to
Israels border.

« The Feb 10 clashes
were particularl

engaged Israel, sending
adrone into its territory;
the first time an Israel
combat aircraft has
been shot down since
1982; the first time Israel
openly targeted Iranian
assets in Syria
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Scores of Russian contract soldiers
were killed in a Feb 7 attack on a base
held by US and US-backed forces.

NOTE: “di i the last province in Syria outside
the control of Assad regime.
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and destroyed an Iranian
UAV that reportedy violated
its airspace over the Golan
Heights.
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‘Sources: NYTIMES, THE GUARDIAN, INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF WAR, BLOOMBERG, BBC NEWS.

£ FRANCE-PRESSE, M\ REUTERS  STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS




