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Of the more than 200 bungalows conserved 
to date, only around 16 belong to the same 
style and era as 38, Oxley Road, says the 
National Heritage Board. In 2006, an 
identical bungalow at 40, Oxley Road was 
redeveloped. Yesterday, the  M inisterial 
 C ommittee on 38, Oxley Road released its 
report, saying the house has architectural, 
heritage and historical signi�cance.

Single storey 
at the front

Two storeys at the rear
as house is built on a slope

Lofty 
ceilings

To allow hot air to rise and
cool air to sink and cool the rooms

Classical 
columns

Of the Tuscan order. Unusual 
square shape instead of round

Verandah
Important feature of bungalows. This narrower variation was found in bungalows 
after the 1880s. Part of the verandah was later enclosed and converted into a room.

• The design of
38, Oxley Road follows the 
“Early style” of bungalows 
built in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.
• While the history of 
bungalows goes back to 
18th-century Colonial India, 
those in Singapore have
a unique architectural style 
believed to be inspired by 
local vernacular architecture.

Fretted timber balusters
Popular in bungalows of the time 
but not commonly found today

EXCERPT FROM MEN IN WHITE: THE UNTOLD STORY OF 
SINGAPORE’S RULING POLITICAL PARTY

PRIME MINISTER LEE HSIEN LOONG, IN HIS EULOGY 
AT MR LEE KUAN YEW’S FUNERAL IN 2015

Growing up as my father’s son could 
not but mean being exposed to 
politics very early...(I) was excited by 
the hubbub at Oxley Road whenever 
elections happened, and our home 
became the election of�ce.

Here in the basement room was where strained faces sat huddled 
around a long dining table littered with over�owing ash-trays.
Here beneath the whirring fan with three windows thrown wide open 
to dispel the heat and humidity was where ideas were tossed up, 
views argued, options weighed, issues thrashed and decisions made 
in hush-hush meetings which changed the history of Singapore.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCEThe heritage
of the house

Right: 9, Buckley Road
Below: 733, Mountbatten Road

CONSERVED BUNGALOWS WITH COMPARABLE ARCHITECTURE

Tiled roofs
Of Chinese 
in�uence, after 
economical 
Chinese 
semi-circular clay 
pantiles became 
available

Portico
Projects out
in front of the 
building for 
drop-offs, 
decorated
with classical 
columns and 
plinths. A new 
porch and 
wheelchair lift
were later added.

• Family home of 
founding p   rime minister 
Lee Kuan Yew from the 
mid-1940s till his death in 
2015. He initially rented it, 
then bought it with his 
wife, the late Madam
Kwa Geok Choo, in 1965.
• Basement dining room 
was where the People's 
Action Party was formed 
in 1954. Meetings around 
the table were held in 
secret as the internal 
security regulations then 
forbade such political 
meetings. The basement 
was nicknamed
“The Underground”.

• After the 1954 party 
inauguration, Umno leader
and future Malaysian
prime minister Tunku Abdul 
Rahman, and the founder 
of the Malayan Chinese 
Association, Tun Tan Cheng 
Lock, were hosted to 
dinner at the house.
• First election of�ce of
the PAP in the lead up to 
the 1955 Legislative 
Assembly elections.
Inside the house, the wives 
of PAP members sewed 
cloth rosettes for their 
husbands. Outside, on the 
porch, unionists prepared 
party posters.


