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The long straights of Montreal give Vettel, in the more 
powerful Ferrari, his 50th career win. Mercedes are
unable to bring any engine update and pay for it with 
Hamilton struggling for straight-line speed. His 14-point 
championship lead is wiped out and he now trails by one.

Vettel starts on pole and 
dominates while Hamilton, who has 
to take a �ve-place grid penalty for 
an unscheduled gearbox change,
is unable to catch up.

Mercedes are dealt a huge blow when both drivers 
retire (Bottas through hydraulics and Hamilton through 
drop in fuel pressure). Vettel �nishes third and retakes 
the championship lead as Max Verstappen shows poise 
and technique to win the race.

All signs point to a win for the German in 
his home race. Vettel quali�es on pole and 
almost two seconds faster than Hamilton. 
But on Lap 52 in the 67-lap race, the Ferrari 
man blunders by crashing into a barrier and 
retiring. Hamilton charges through the gap 
to win and opens up a 17-point lead after 
starting the day in 14th place.

It looks like Ferrari’s weekend as the 
Prancing Horses lock out the starting 
grid with Kimi Raikkonen on pole.
But Hamilton makes a bold overtaking 
move on Lap 1, sending Vettel spinning 
out to 18th. Mercedes keep the Briton 
out on the track longer but pit him late 
to ensure he wins the race on fresh 
rubber. Vettel �ghts hard but with
a damaged car, can only �nish fourth.
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Either Lewis Hamilton or Sebastian Vettel could match the great Juan Manuel Fangio on
�ve drivers’ world titles this year. Only the legendary Michael Schumacher, on seven, has more.

But �rst, the duo have to do battle in Singapore and, as history has shown, the Marina Bay Street 
Circuit can have a huge say on where the title will end up. LIM SAY HENG and WANG MENG MENG 

analyse the two drivers and how the statistics stack up
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Two championship leaders
who failed to win in Singapore went on to lose the 
championship (Mark Webber in 2010 and Hamilton in 2012)

Three eventual world champions
were trailing in the championship but snatched the lead after winning 
in Singapore (Vettel in 2012, Hamilton in 2014 and Rosberg in 2016)
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