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Safety measures in the howitzer’s cabin
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The two other servicemen in the cabin of the Singapore Self-Propelled Howitzer (SSPH) with Corporal First Class (NS) 
Aloysius Pang were experienced in SSPH maintenance, said Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen in Parliament yesterday. 
He also outlined the safety features of the SSPH and said it has been inspected for any malfunction of the gun 
barrel’s lowering mechanism.

Main cabin 
The cabin is divided into two by the rear end of the gun barrel. “Safe” positions are located on either sides of the gun barrel. Such 
safety procedures are taught to all maintenance and SSPH operating crew.

Buttons 
The gun commander, charge 
loader or ammo loader can 
activate an emergency stop 
button located within reach of 
their respective operating 
positions. This is for 
emergency situations that 
require the gun barrel or other 
mechanical moving parts in 
the turret to immediately 
cease movement.

INSIDE THE HOWITZER’S CABIN
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Movement of gun

Gun in raised positionA
More space in the cabin. Inside 
with CFC Pang at that time 
were another technician and a 
gun detachment commander. 
It can take nine to 10 seconds 
to lower the gun.

Gun in standby
/neutral position

B Space in cabin reduced. CFC Pang was caught 
between the end of the gun barrel and the 
interior of the howitzer, and suffered crush 
injuries. The other two personnel were not injured.
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