
4.10pm
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
addresses the nation, calling the 
shooting "one of New Zealand's 
darkest days".

5.19pm
Police say they are aware of 
“extremely distressing” footage of 
the rampage being circulated online 
and warn against sharing it. 

5.38pm
Police say they found a number of 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
attached to cars and have secured 
them. 

5.49pm
Police say four people were detained 
and one was later released. Social 
media footage (below) shows 
of�cers moving in on unidenti�ed 
suspects. 

6pm
The lockdown at Christchurch 
schools is lifted. 

9.30pm
One man is charged with murder 
over the mosque attacks. 

11.11pm
Police evacuate the neighbours of a 
property in the city of Dunedin 
believed to be linked to the mosque 
attack. 

1.45pm local time in 
Christchurch
(8.45am in Singapore)
A man armed with an automatic 
weapon enters the Al Noor Mosque 
(above) in central Christchurch near 
Hagley Park and opens �re on 
worshippers.

2.11pm
Police deploy armed of�cers 
following reports of the mosque 
shooting. Witnesses report hearing 
gunshots in the area and seeing 
several people on the ground. 

2:17pm
Christchurch schools are put on 
lockdown. Some people begin 
escaping from the mosque, with the 
injured covered in blood.

2:54pm
Police say a “serious, evolving” 
situation is occurring in Christchurch 
and the shooter remains active. 
People are urged to remain indoors. 

3.34pm
News reports say at least six people 
are dead. A second gunman is also 
reported to have been seen near the 
Linwood Mosque (above) in central 
Christchurch. 

4pm
Police con�rm one person is in 
custody, but warn there may be 
others involved. They say there have 
been multiple fatalities at both 
mosques and warn Muslims to stay 
away.
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How it happened

A still from a video posted on social media 
shows a police car blocking the car of a 
suspect

Police officers moving in to arrest the 
suspect
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2 After arming himself, the 
gunman walks into the 
mosque. He �res at a 
person standing near the 
doorway before dropping 
the ri�e and shooting 
repeatedly with a second 
weapon as he moves 
inside. Once inside, he 
begins shooting 
indiscriminately.

The gunman 
�res at one 
worshipper in 
the �rst room
to the right,
who manages
to escape by 
running and 
ducking behind 
a wall.

Footage of the rampage �lmed 
with a helmet camera by an 
Australian gunman, who identi�es 

himself as Brenton Tarrant, and then 
live-streamed on Facebook, shows him �rst 
driving up to the Al Noor Mosque. He then 
parks his car containing a cache of 
weapons and ammunition in a nearby 
driveway. 
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The gunman moves through the mosque 
�ring dozens of bullets at people trying 
to run away or lying down in huddled 
groups in the corners of the rooms. The 
video seems to show a person trying to 
tackle the gunman unsuccessfully. After 
running out of ammunition, the gunman 
goes back to his car and returns with a 
new ri�e and continues his rampage. 
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