
Trump’s ever-evolving wall
With some 350 million legal crossings yearly, the US-Mexico border is considered one of the world’s busiest. 
Ever since US President Donald Trump proposed a wall to deter illegal immigrants, he has not made up his 
mind on its size, design and cost. Here’s an overview on what form the wall may eventually take.
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Aug 2015
The wall will 
be made of 
precast plank 
ranging from 
9.1m-15.2m tall

Sept 2015
The wall will cost 
US$4 billion

Oct 2015
There is no need 
for a full wall, 
natural barriers 
will work as well

Dec 2015
The wall is to 
be made of 
hardened 
concrete, rebar 
and steel

Feb 2016
It will cost 
US$8 billion,
and be around 
10.7m-12.2m tall

March 2016
The wall will 
cost US$10 
billion and will 
be a good 
10.7m tall

June 2017
It will now be 
12.2m-15.2m 
tall and 
solar-powered

July 2017
The wall is now 
a steel wall with 
openings and 
solar-powered

Jan 2018
The wall is 
now 9.8m tall 
and costs 
US$18 billion

Dec 2018
It will now be 
made of 
artistically 
designed steel 
slats, and is 
now 9.1m tall

March 2016
The wall is now 
12.2m-15.2m tall

SHIFTING CLAIMS

BASIC REQUIREMENT
FOR THE WALL

Ideal height
9.15m

Minimum 
height
5.5m

Average 
height
of a person
1.7m

Wall must extend
at least 1.83m 
into the ground 
to prevent 
tunnelling

A car driving along the US-Mexico border fence in Otay Mesa, 
California.
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Great Wall of China
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165km
3,200km (tentative) 21,196.18km

Trump Wall

Location: Between the 
United States and 
Mexico
Height: 9.15m (tentative)
Length: 3,200km 
(tentative)

Great Wall of China

Location: Huairou, China
Height: 6m-7m
Length: 21,196.18km
When it was built: 
770BC-476BC

Berlin Wall

Location: Between 
East and West 
Berlin
Height: Up to 5m 
Length: 165km
When it was built: 
1961

US-MEXICO BORDER FENCING

Pacific
Ocean

San Diego

El Paso
Ciudad
Juarez

Laredo

Brownsville

Eagle Pass

Del Rio

Tijuana

Nogales

UNITED STATES

MEXICO

Texas

New MexicoArizonaArizonaArizona

Nuevo
Laredo

California

The Rio Grande creates a 
natural partition along 
another 2,015km

There is currently about 
1,135km of fencing along 
the 3,169km border 
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Existing fencing

Company: Fisher Sand & 
Gravel
Prototype cost: 
US$365,000
Features:
• Distinct gradual slope 
to make climbing 
dif�cult

Company: Texas Sterling  
Construction
Prototype cost: 
US$470,000
Features:
• The Mexico side of the 
wall has metal grating at 
the top covered in spikes

Company: Caddell 
Construction
Prototype cost: 
US$320,000
Features:
• Concrete blocks and 
metal plates above 
metal poles 

Company: W.G. Yates & 
Sons Construction
Prototype cost: 
US$453,548
Features:
• Three concrete panels 
topped with a large pipe

Company: W.G. Yates & 
Sons Construction
Prototype cost: 
US$458,103
Features:
• Dark brown, 
corrugated metal 
panels with a pipe on 
top

PROTOTYPE WALL DESIGNS

US
side

Mexico
side

Company: KWR
Construction
Prototype cost: US$486,411
Features:
• Metal columns with gaps to 
help agents see the other side
• Metal plate and round pipe at 
the top of the wall

Company: Caddell 
Construction
Prototype cost: 
US$344,000
Features:
• Wide base that 
tapers towards the top

Company: ELTA North 
America
Prototype cost: 
US$406,319
Features:
• Concrete base with a 
distinctive metal top

Six companies were contracted to come up with eight prototypes currently located at the border outside San Diego.
Out of the US$20 million (S$27.4 million) put aside by Congress, a total of around US$3.3 million was spent on these prototypes.

WALL COMPARISONS

Monthly data on people apprehended or deemed inadmissible at the border
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