
20 forgotten istanas of early Singapore

Istana Bukit Larangan
Istana Temenggong Sungai Singapura
Istana Tyersall
Istana Woodneuk
Istana Bidadari
Istana Lama Telok Blangah
Istana Engku Khalid
Istana Kerabat Temenggong (Keppel Distripark)
Istana Kerabat Ismail Kelantan
Istana Perak/Istana Sulit/Perak House
Istana Pulau Tekong Singapore Family
Istana Pulau Tekong Pahang Family

Istana Siglap - Raja Suf�an Tok Lassam
Istana Mahligai Pahang at Sime Park
Istana Pahang at Kampung Bahru/Kasita
Istana Hinggap Pahang at Sungai Bedok
Istana Sultan Ali at Serangoon Road
Istana Johor at Kallang
Istana Siak
Istana Ayer Gemuruh
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The Istana Lama in Telok Blangah 
– built for Temenggong Abdul 
Rahman in 1824 – was refurbished 
with concrete structures in 1830 
by Temenggong Daeng Ibrahim. 
Istana Lama served as the of�ce 
of dignitaries from the region.
It was demolished in 1954 and 
replaced with a Bata shoe factory. 
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Istana Engku Khalid, a grand-looking bungalow, once stood at the foot of Mount Faber. Radin Mas 
Primary School operated out of the building from 1926 to the 1980s before it was demolished. 
It was built by Temenggong Daeng Ibrahim for his son Engku Khalid.
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Source: SARAFIAN SALLEH
PHOTOS: PUBLIC DOMAIN FROM WIKIPEDIA, RADIN MAS PRIMARY SCHOOL ALUMNI/FACEBOOK, COLOURISED BY SARAFIAN SALLEH

STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

12

11

20

16

13

5

1817

19

1
2

14

3

9

7

6

15

8

4

10


