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Filtration ef�cacy is not everything
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BREATHABILITY OF HOMEMADE MASK MATERIALS 
VS SURGICAL MASK
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Breathability compared to surgical mask  (%)

Harder than
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In comparison tests, a mask made from a vacuum cleaner 
bag is near impossible to breathe through. Findings show 
that a double-layered 100% cotton T-shirt is the most 
practical DIY mask material with balanced �ltration 
ef�cacy and breathability.

*Type of material not speci�ed in study.
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