
HOW INFECTIOUS? HOW WIDESPREAD?

HUNKERING DOWN

BUOYING MARKETS

FLATTENING THE CURVE

Sars (2002-03)

Mers (2012-19)

2,494 cases
858 deaths

8,098 cases
774 deaths

240,222
deaths

Covid-19

3,421,226
con�rmed cases

UNITED STATES

1,131,856 cases
65,782 deaths
20,241 tests per million

CANADA

55,061 cases
3,391 deaths
22,050 tests per million

GERMANY

164,077 cases
6,736 deaths
30,400 tests per million

SOUTH AFRICA

5,951 cases
116 deaths
3,668 tests per million

CHINA

82,875 cases
4,633 deaths

BRITAIN

177,454 cases
27,510 deaths
15,082 tests per million

IRAN

96,448 cases
6,156 deaths
5,769 tests per million

INDIA

37,336 cases
1,223 deaths
708 tests per million

EGYPT

5,895 cases
406 deaths
879 tests per million

SINGAPORE

17,548 cases
17 deaths
25,200 tests per million

AUSTRALIA

6,783 cases
93 deaths
23,984 tests per million

JAPAN

14,305 cases
455 deaths
1,377 tests per million

INDONESIA

10,843 cases
831 deaths
395 tests per million

PHILIPPINES

8,928 cases
603 deaths
1,050 tests per million

MALAYSIA

6,176 cases
103 deaths
5,692 tests per million

SOUTH KOREA

10,780 cases
250 deaths
12,153 tests per million

FRANCE

167,346 cases
24,594 deaths
16,856 tests per million

ITALY

207,428 cases
28,236 deaths
33,962 tests per million

HOW FAST DID IT SPREAD?
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Global stock markets plummeted as the pandemic intensi�ed, but investor sentiment 
improved after governments’ generous stimulus packages injected hope. 

• The map is based on 
the Oxford Government 
Response Stringency 
Index, which compares 
government policies 
implemented in response 
to the pandemic. 
• Measures are tracked 
according to several 
indicators, including 
school and workplace 
closures, public transport 
and event cancellations, 
and restrictions on 
internal movement. 
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Rate of growth of con�rmed cases
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Diagonal lines
show rate at 
which cases 
double

Vertical axis 
shows total 
number of 
con�rmed 
cases

Horizontal axis shows number of days 
since total cases hit 100
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A key strategy to contain the pandemic is 
to slow its rate of infection. Governments 
are doing so through social distancing and 
enforced shutdowns. 

1,093,091
recoveries

Sources: WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION, WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM, WORLDOMETER, OUR WORLD IN DATA, BRUEGEL, MILKEN INSTITUTE, STATISTA, BLOOMBERG, REUTERS   STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICSNOTE: Figures as of May 2, 8pm, unless otherwise stated

Europe

1,414,055

Americas

1,418,406

Asia

537,978
Africa

41,696
Oceania

8,370
Oceania

HOW DEADLY?

Death rate (%)Age

NOTE: Based on Italy’s death toll data as of
April 27; the remaining 8.7% are unaccounted for

Below 20

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79

Above 80

0.1%

0.1%

0.3%

0.9%

2.5%

9.8%

24.1%

53.5%

Dec 31
China alerts WHO 
to a cluster of 
pneumonia cases 
in Wuhan

Jan 20
United 
States 
reports 
�rst case 

Jan 27
China bans 
outbound 
tour groups 

March 11
WHO 
declares a 
pandemic

PUMPING CASH
Governments have unleashed unprecedented �scal and monetary support 
to hold up their economies �oored by the pandemic. 

UNITED STATES

US$3.06 trillion
S$4.33 trillion
14% of GDP

ITALY

€781 billion
S$1.23 trillion
44% of GDP

INDIA

1. 7 trillion rupees
S$31.7 billion
1% of GDP

CHINA

3 trillion yuan
S$601 billion
3% of GDP

BRITAIN

£461 billion
S$816 billion
21% of GDP

GERMANY

€2.06 trillion
S$2.23 trillion
60% of GDP

SINGAPORE

S$59.9 billion
12% of GDP

JAPAN

117 trillion yen
S$1.55 trillion
20% of GDP

Jan 13
First case reported 
outside China, in 
Thailand 

Jan 23
China locks 
down Wuhan; 
Singapore 
reports first 
case 

Dec 8
First patient in Wuhan 
reports symptoms of a 
coronavirus infection

Jan 30
WHO 
declares 
global 
public health 
emergency 

A healthcare worker taking 
down details after 
performing a 
coronavirus test 
in Melbourne, 
Australia.

PHOTO: AFP

NOTE: Normalised as of Dec 31, data as of April 29

NOTE: Data as of April 16 

NOTE: Data as of May 1
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March 21
Singapore 
reports 
first deaths April 28

Global cases 
exceed 
3 million; over 
210,000 dead

March 26
US becomes 
world’s worst-hit 
country as 
cases surpass 
those of China 

April 2
Global cases top 1 million, 
with more than 51,000 dead April 7

Singapore 
starts circuit 
breaker 
measures 

April 15
Global cases 
hit 2 million; 
over 130,000 
deaths 

Feb 21
Italy detects 
outbreak in 
Codogno; South 
Korea reports 
surge in cases 

World wages war against an unseen enemy 
Like an invader, the new coronavirus crept silently into our world, storming almost every corner of the globe in a matter of months, 
claiming hundreds of thousands of lives. Now, nations are struggling to combat the deadly disease. 

Scientists are racing to develop 
coronavirus treatments and trying 
to compress the 10 to 15 years it 
normally takes to make a vaccine, 
into just 18 months. 

FINDING A CURE
Treatments in 
consideration: 197 Vaccines in 

development: 111 Countries 
involved:

Over 100

Intensity of 
lockdowns


