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NOTE: *Accounts for unskilled and semi-skilled workers in the construction,
manufacturing, marine shipyard, process and services sectors.

There are 43 purpose-built 
dormitories in Singapore 
which are built for 
communal living and 
licensed under the Foreign 
Employee Dormitories Act 
passed in 2015. Each of 
them can house at least 
1,000 workers. Here are the 
major players in this market. 

MILESTONES IN FOREIGN WORKERS’ HOUSING 

1970s to 
early 1990s 
• Most migrant workers in the 
construction industry come from 
Thailand and Malaysia. Most of 
them rent Housing Board �ats or 
private residential properties.

Early 1990s 
• More construction workers come 
from China, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
and India. 

1994 
• Scheme announced by the 
Ministry of National Development 
to allow companies to build dorms 
within factory or warehouse 
premises. They can also obtain 
state land to build and manage 
such housing.

1996 
• The �rst foreign worker hostel to 
be built under the scheme to 
allocate land for dorms was 
completed – a $13-million housing 
complex in Kaki Bukit Avenue 4 by 
L&M Group Investments that can 
house 3,000 people.

2002
• About 13,500 spaces available in 
purpose-built dorms. 

June 2004
• Rules introduced to ensure 
contractors who housed workers 
off-site do so in purpose-built dorms 
or temporary quarters approved by
the Government.

April 2005
• 300 workers in Goldstrong Dormitory 
in Tuas go on strike over their living 
quarters. The dorm is later �ned 
$1,000 and told to close.

June 2006
• The Ministry of Manpower (MOM), for 
the �rst time, �nes employers who 
house their foreign workers in 
sub-standard quarters. A total of 13 
employers are �ned between $200 
and $2,000 each from April 2005 to 
April 2006. A total of 766 employers 
are checked, and 506 receive warnings. 

2007
• Government ramps up number of 
beds in purpose-built dorms. 

June 2007
• A company is convicted and 
�ned a total of $7,500 in court for 
failing to provide acceptable 
accommodation for its workers – 
the �rst time MOM has prosecuted 
an employer for such an offence. 
Investigations reveal that four 
workers were housed in a public 
toilet. 

2008
• Soon Lee Lodge in Jurong, which 
could hold 4,500 people, becomes 
the �rst dorm built to new 
standards outlined by the Building 
and Construction Authority. Every 
worker has at least 4 sq m of living 
space, and no more than 12 
occupy a room, regardless of its 
size. Previously there was no limit. 

Oct 2011
• More than 140,000 spaces 
available in purpose-built dorms.

Sept 2012
• Dormitory Association of 
Singapore formed to introduce 
best practices for the industry. 

Eight companies providing more 
than 100,000 of the 150,000 
spaces in purpose-built dorms are 
the founding members.

Sept 2013
• About 160,000 spaces available 
in purpose-built dorms.

2015
• The Foreign Employee 
Dormitories Act is passed to license 
dorms with 1,000 beds or more. For 
offences under the Act, operators 
can be �ned up to $50,000 and/or 
jailed for up to 12 months.

March 2020
• Two men and the company they 
work for become the �rst to be 
convicted under the Foreign 
Employee Dormitories Act after 
the authorities inspect four 
facilities run by the �rm and �nd 
that some rooms are �lthy. The 
four dorms are run by Labourtel 
Management Corporation, part of 
the MES Group.
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excluding foreign domestic workers*
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28,000
Centurion Corporation – 
Mainboard-listed 
• Operates

beds in �ve purpose-built 
dormitories in Singapore 
• These are: Westlite Toh Guan, 
Aspri-Westlite Papan, Westlite 
Mandai, Westlite Woodlands, 
Westlite Juniper 
• Net pro�t of $38.2 million in its 
core business for �nancial year 
2019, with 65 per cent coming 
from purpose-built workers’ 
accommodation 

stay in 43 purpose-built dorms. Another 95,000 stay in 1,200 factory-
converted dorms, and 20,000 in temporary quarters at construction sites. 
85,000 work permit and S Pass holders from the construction sector live 
in HDB �ats, private residential premises, and other premises.

24,000
Mini Environmental 
Services Group - private
• Operates

beds in Blue Stars, Jurong Penjuru I 
and II, and The Leo

20,000
Capital Development 
• Operates about

beds in CDPL Tuas and Toh Guan 
Dormitory 

18,000
S11 - private 
• Operates

beds in Changi Lodge 2, 
PPT Lodge 1B

25,000
TG25 – private
• Operates 

beds in Sungei 
Tengah Lodge 
purpose-built 
dorm, the 
largest one in 
Singapore

21,000
Vobis – private, subsidiary 
of Aik Chuan Construction 
• Operates

beds in three purpose-built 
dormitories: Cochrane Lodge I, II, 
and Kranji Lodge I 

16,800

200,000 workers

TS Management Services, under Wee Hur Holdings 
• Operates

beds in Tuas View purpose-built 
dormitory 

• Developing Pioneer Lodge in 
Soon Lee Road, with 10,500 
beds, which was meant to be 
partially ready from this year

Aspri-Westlite Papan

Tuas View Dormitory

Sungei 
Tengah Lodge

Jurong Penjuru I dormitory


