
Being globally connected 
How well do Singapore students understand, and act on, global and intercultural 
issues? Here’s a look at the Pisa 2018 results on global competence.

They can 
communicate 
clearly with 
those from 
other cultures

They are 
willing to 
take action 
on world 
problems

They are 
aware of 
some global 
issues more 
than others

1 in 2 students believes that he 
can deal with novel situations

Singapore 
schools expose 
students to 
learning 
activities like 
discussions and 
work with the 
community and 
agencies to 
raise awareness 
of global issues

Speaking two or more languages contributes to global competency

50%
59%

SINGAPORE
STUDENTS

OECD
AVERAGE

When communicating with people who do not 
understand their language well, most Singapore 
students can �nd alternative ways to communicate, 
like gesturing, re-explaining, or writing

More than 7 in 10 keep themselves informed 
about world events via social networks and 
more than 8 in 10 reduce energy consumption at 
home to protect the environment

More than 
8 in 10
are con�dent 
of explaining 
issues related to 
climate change

More than 9 in 10 
Singapore students 
can speak at least 
two languages

About 
1 in 3

is unfamiliar with issues 
on global health* and 
international con�icts

92%
agreed that

71%
agreed that

On average, 
Singapore students 

experience

surveyed by Pisa

8 10out
of

learning
activities

“If there is a problem 
with communication, 
I �nd ways around it.”

“I can do something 
about the problems 
of the world.”

*Data was collected before the Covid-19 pandemic.

OECD AVERAGE: 5 OUT OF 10

OECD AVERAGE: 7 OUT OF 10

Sources: THE PROGRAMME FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ASSESSMENT 2018,
OECD, MOE   STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

Top 5 in global competence

Singapore
Canada
Hong Kong (China)
Scotland (United Kingdom)
Taiwan

576
554
542
534
527


