H ow i I Ie a I d ru s The Illicit Drugs Laboratory provides the Central ANALYTICAL WORKFLOW
g g Narcotics Bureau (CNB) with drug testing services FOR NPS
to identify and determine the amount of drugs

a re te StEd a n d present in seized materials. Such analysis is key to For NPS exhibits, due to their variety and

establishing the presence of a controlled drug. fast-evolving nature, the laboratory has
- = ot JEAN IAU, LEE HUP KHENG and LIM KAILI take a ad?pted a complrei_\enlswel:vquflow using
I e ntl Ie look at the process of identifying drugs. ia(}e:f;;m: :";as_yt'ca techniques to

. . An initial analysis -
New psychoactive substances (NPS) are a new generation of drugs typically using <8 -
that have made rapid emergence globally. These drugs are GC-MS is carried out

and preliminary
identification of the
unknown substance
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specially designed and constantly modified — through tweaking
small parts of their chemical structure — to circumvent the laws.

DRUG IDENTIFICATION
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to the laboratory.

9 A comprehensive

literature research
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on the new
substance.
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document the physical drugs. It uses liquid o Upon completion
appearance of the : | : : chromatography or of the analysis,
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