Future of
the giants

Habitat loss and climate change are putting
many species in peril, including dipterocarps –
sentinels of many tropical rainforests. A research
team from the National University of Singapore
(NUS) recently quantified how the dual threat
could impact dipterocarp trees in the Philippines,
a biodiversity hotspot home to many animal
species found nowhere else in the world.
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WHAT ARE DIPTEROCARPS?
• These trees are foundations
of many tropical rainforest
ecosystems.

• They are among the tallest of

all trees in the tropics, and provide
homes for many animal species.

• Some researchers believe that

dipterocarps can serve as proxies
for what happens to the habitat.

In the Philippines, lowland
dipterocarp forests are home to
many rare species found nowhere
else in the world. They include:
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Northern sooty woodpecker
(Mulleripicus funebris)
Status: Near threatened
Found: Only on Luzon, Marinduque,
Catanduanes and the Polillo Islands
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Rufous-headed hornbill
(Rhabdotorrhinus waldeni)
Status: Critically endangered
Found: Islands of Panay and
Negros in the Visayas
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Habitat of the rufous-headed hornbill
in Aklan, situated in the north-west
region of Panay Island.

Luzon tarictic
hornbill
(Mulleripicus funebris)
Status: Near threatened
Found: Found only on
Luzon and nearby islands
in the northern Philippines

