
Views on economic obligations Views on the 
statement: “Work 
should always come 
�rst, even if it means 
less free time”

Income equality vs incentivising individual effort
1 = More equal distribution of income 10 = Greater incentive for individual effort
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2020

6.99

5.78

6.93

Note: Total �gures may 
not add up to 100 per cent 
due to rounding.

Source: Institute of Policy Studies   STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

Government provision vs individual responsibility
1 = Government ensures 
everyone is provided for

10 = People take more responsibility to 
provide for their economic well-being
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Singapore

Malaysia

Thailand

Japan

Korea

China

Hong Kong

Taiwan

Australia

United States 

Britain

Sweden

Switzerland

Strongly agree 
/ agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly disagree 
/ disagree

38.9% 24.2% 36.9%

53% 26.5% 20.5%

55.6% 24%

4.8%

20.3%

10.4%

47.4%

81.6%

54.7%

48.6%

21.5%

27.8%

27.7%

33.3%

29.6%

29.2%

39%

22.6%

12.2%

20.8%

27.7%

19.8%

23.7%

25.9%

60.4%

13.7%

13.7%

22.6%

39.1%

57.7%

44.4%

52.5%

43.1%

44.5%


