The big infrastructure plan unveiled by President Joe Biden last week is meant to do more than revive America's decaying
infrastructure and create jobs. The United States would like to prove that democracies can do big projects and challenge
Beijing's all-but-official stance that the West is in a long-term decline. Other countries around the world are also looking to
ramp up spending to steal a march on their competitors. The Straits Times takes a look at competitive infrastructure plays
around the world and the political and economic calculus driving them.
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Construction of the Sixth Street A section of elevated track under
Viaduct in Los Angeles, California, on construction for the China State
April 6, even as President Joe Biden Railway Group high-speed rail
unveils his infrastructure initiative. network in April 2019.
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