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Fuelling the climate crisis
US President Joe Biden's climate summit aims to reset international climate diplomacy 
ahead of major UN talks in November. His mission is to prompt nations to up their game 
in switching away from fossil fuels and invest heavily in renewable energy and electric 
vehicles and public transportation. Time is not on his side with the earth's vital signs 
showing global warming gathering pace. 
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RISING COSTS OF CLIMATE-LINKED DISASTERS GLOBALLY 

Carbon Dioxide (CO2)

CO2 concentration (ppm)

Year

NOTE: Carbon dioxide levels today are higher than at any point in at least the past 800,000 years. And since the 18th-century, 
CO2 levels have increased 50 per cent from 280 parts per million (ppm)
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Sea levels
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History of global temperature since 1880

Global temperature anomaly in deg C compared to long-term average
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Breakdown of recorded economic 
losses (US$) by continent (2000-2019)

Breakdown of recorded economic
losses (US$) per disaster type (2000-2019)
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